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MSM-UMR Alumni Association
R e p r e s e n t i n g  o v e r  4 9 , 0 0 0  a l u m n i  w o r l d w i d e
member
benefits
As a graduate of MSM-UMR, 
you are automatically a member 
of the MSM-UMR Alumni 
Association and are entitled to:
Career Assistance:
UMR's Career Opportunities Center 
will help you in your job search.
Contact Amy Lewis at lewisaj@umr.edu 
or 573-341-4229.
Services:
Online Community, including 
searchable directory 
Access to alumni office via email 
(alumni@umr.edu)
Address update service so you don't miss 
your MSM-UMR mail 
Insurance discounts and offers 
Travel opportunities
MSM-UMR Merchandise:
Chairs, lamps, watches, pendants,
Joe Miner credit card, license plates for 
Missouri residents, and the official 
UMR ring.
To take advantage of these offers, 
or for more information, contact 
the alumni office:
MSM-UMR Alumni Association 
Castleman Hall 
University of Missouri-Rolla 
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MSM-UMR Alumni Association Mission and Goals
MISSION
The association will proactively strive to create an environment -  embodying communication with and participation by 
MSM-UMR alumni and friends -  to foster strong loyalty to UMR and growth of the association. The association will increase 
its financial strength as well as provide aid and support to deserving students, faculty and alumni friends.
GOALS
• Increase alumni pride in their association with UMR and the MSM-UMR Alumni Association.
• Increase alumni involvement, especially that of young alumni.
• Increase alumni contributions, primarily in the number of alumni making a financial commitment to UMR and the MSM-UMR Alumni Association.
• Strengthen relationships with faculty, staff and students on behalf of the alumni association.
The officers and other members of the association's board of directors provide leadership and actual participation to achieve these goals and 
fulfill this mission. For their efforts to be a success, they need YOUR active participation as well, in whatever alumni activities you choose.
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51 Gabriel George Skitek (1919-2006)
o The MSM-UMR Alumni Association publishes the UMR Magazine to communicate and reflect the past, 
current and future interests of the alumni of the Missouri School of Mines and the University of Missouri-Rolla.
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Guest EditorialHonor Roll error
KUMR Charter Society member 
designations were inadvertently 
omitted in the “Profile of Donors” 
section of the Winter 2006 issue 
of the UMR Magazine. We regret 
the error. Current members are 
listed below.
Betty Ruth Anderson
Bill & Shirley Andrews
Kent & Lindsay Bagnall
Wayne & Deb Bledsoe
Wade Bollinger & Maureen Newman
Terry & Paula Brewer
John & Pat Carney
Judy Cavender
Katherine Cook & Bruce Russell
Jay & Marsha Delano
Jack & Joan Dietzmann
Steve & Bette Douglass
Jim Drewniak & Mariesa Crow
Robert & Kay DuBois
Bill & Connie Eggert
Dave Fagerness
Cary & Carol Gadbury
Ed & Barbara Hale
James & Cynthia Felts
Mark & Stephanie Fitch
Bob & Janet Fossey
John & Lorie Francis
Frank Furman
Maureen & Richard Hall
Gerald & Audrey Huddleson
Len & Paula Lutz
Don & Lina Madison
Steve & Leslie Malott
Bob & Dee Montgomery
Bill & Carol Moorkamp




Don & Ginger Priest
William & Beverly Ricker
David & Ruth Robertson
Robert Russell
Cheryl Seeger & Jere Cadoret 
Joseph & Jeanne Senne 
Don & Ann Siehr 
Van & Ruth Stoecker 
David & Barbara Summers 
Harold & Leila Thomas 
Selden & Joyce Trimble 
Ray & Barbara Waggoner 
Jodi Waltman
M ega n  K e a n
Communications Specialist & 
Designer/Writer for UMR Magazine
“Me and all my friends, were all
- John Mayer “Waiting on the World to Change”
I text. And as long as I have owned a cell phone, I have used the text 
messaging feature to its fullest potential. In many ways, it’s a requirement 
for my generation. On a recent trip to the annual CASE conference, my 
co-workers found out just how much I do text -  a lot: getting ready in the 
morning, eating lunch, and even during some class sessions, to name a few.
It is one of the main means of communication I have with my friends. With 
only six months into my job - and the youngest on staff -  I am educating 
my co-workers about what it is like to work with a millennial. I can assure 
you they are making great progress: The constant “What are you doing?” 
has turned into “Who are you texting now?”
We, the millennials, are 80 million strong and eager to show the world 
what we are made of, but many times our lack of expression, or over-the-top 
expression, is perceived as a nonchalant attitude toward others. We are seen 
as a disconnected generation with no intention of ever becoming involved in 
issues that extend beyond ourselves. Make no mistake, we are not trying to 
be flippant, but observing and waiting our turn to shine, much like what 
singer/songwriter John Mayer describes in his song “Waiting on the World 
to Change.”
When I first heard the song, I was completely caught off guard. 
In the midst of over-commercialized pop stars singing about sex, 
getting shot and the dreaded ex, here was a singer who stood out 
from the “norm.” In sharing with society our fears and 
reasoning for a lack of trust in the media and politics, 
he has given us a voice -  a voice that has been heard 
by millions already. In the craziness that 
stereotypically qualifies a millennial -  
iPods, text messaging, flip flops and 
Facebook -  John Mayer clarifies what 
it means to be a millennial in the chaos 
that is the world today.
In the following pages, you will 
meet more millennials who both share 
and differ in their opinions, tackling 
subjects from politics to school and 
growing up. Some fit the stereotypes 
to a tee, yet some are determined 
to fight the stereotypes put on us 
collectively. Though we all 
share at least one label -  
the millennial generation 
-  we are all individuals.
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Letters to the editor
UMR Magazine 
near and far
Last week on returning 
from a consulting assignment on 
Pagan Island and Saipan for the 
governor of the Commonwealth 
of the Northern Mariana Islands, 
I had to spend some time in the 
Bush Intercontinental Airport in 
Houston. My wife met me in the 
airport so we could carry on to 
Phoenix together to babysit 
grandchildren for our son and 
his wife. Meg brought my mail to 
the airport, including the recent 
edition o/'UMR Magazine.
While we waited for our 
delayed plane, I was reading 
the magazine and an elderly 
gentleman came up to me and 
introduced himself as a Missouri 
School of Mines graduate of 1949 
in metallurgical engineering.
He had noticed me reading the 
magazine which he had also 
recently received. His name is 
A1 Uriwal and he lives in Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla.
Although using a cane, 
he seemed very alert and talked 
at great length about his career 
in the steel business, UMR in 
the old days, and what he 
remembered about mineral 
processing in the old days.
He was a charming person 
who is proud of his alma mater.
Just thought I should let you 
know how meye catching9 the 
UMR Magazine must be!




Asking 'What if?' leads to discovery
Having recently finished 
reading the books Undaunted 
Courage, 1776 and]ohn Adams,
I was amazed to observe that 
the best medical minds of that 
era espoused the practice of 
bloodletting to rid the body of 
“bad blood” as a primary means 
of healing the body. As I recall that 
treatment was also in common 
use almost two millennia prior 
to that era. Talk about an 
entrenched paradigm... 
Fortunately we had other 
minds that thought outside the 
box - Semmelweis of Hungary, 
Pasteur of France and others -  
who discovered that germs were 
the primary cause of most 
medical maladies.
I point this out to say that 
Mr. Kissanes passion for his point 
of view leaves me uncomfortable 
that educated minds might be 
closed to unconventional, yes, 
even non-analytical, answers 
to unsolved questions (Letters, 
Summer 2006 issue).
The most dangerous mindset 
in the scientific community is:
“It cant be done that way.”
Albert Einsteins thesis on relativity 
was attacked by many in the 
scientific community before 
cooler heads took a closer look 
and acknowledged the validity 
of his work.
Fortunately, the naysayers 
and their talking points were soon
A new status quo for energy
Fall 2006
It is interesting that none 
of the new fuels which you have 
discussed (“Running on Empty! 
Fall 2006 issue) can be produced 
for less than the cost of gasoline, 
unless OPEC decides to cut 
its production of petroleum 
significantly. They are the haves. 
The rest of us are have-nots. And
some of their most barbaric 
peoples are aware of thatfact.
A massive power shift is under 
way. As usual, the forces of the 
status quo have chosen to resist 
this change by making war.
Motor City is dying. Its auto 
manufacturers would rather die 
than adapt to change. Professor 
Cox paid only $3,000 to convert 
his “Rabbit” to electricity. He has 
75,000 miles on it, for a cost of 
$250 a year over four years. He 
could even add on a gasoline- 
powered electric generator to 
keep those batteries charged 
on long trips.
U.S. demand for electric 
power is rising rapidly. It imports 
liquefied natural gas (LNG) to 
generate that growing need for 
electric power. Indirectly, the 
money paidfor that LNG finds its
Summer 2006
forgotten. Mans history is replete 
with stories of analytical minds 
that asked “What if?” and thereby 
opened up vast, new avenues of 
discovery.
William A. Stoll, EE*67 
Dallas, Texas
way to support terrorists. Young 
men are dying and resources are 
being wasted to fight a warfor a 
dying status quo.
About 60 percent of our 
electricity is generated by coal, 
about 20percent by nuclear 
heat, and the rest by gas, oil, 
water, wind, and geothermal 
power sources. Only Canada, 
China, Germany, Russia and the 
U.S. have significant coal reserves. 
So, as third-world nations develop 
a thirst for electronic devices, what 
should todays undergraduates be 
studying to provide the world with 
the electric power it will need to 
run its lights, stoves, TV sets, 
computers, etc? What must they 
study and change to get through 
life alive?
Walston Chubb, MetE’48 
Murrysville, Pa.
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"Older teens, 
particularly girls, 
are more likely to 
use these (social 
networking) sites. 
For girls, social 
networking sites 
are primarily 
places to reinforce 
pre-existing 
friendships; for 
boys, the networks 
also provide 
opportunities for 
flirting and making 
new friends."
-  Pew Internet and American Life Project
study on social networking and teens.
"We really think that 
2007 will be the year 
of mobile technology... 
we really want to be 
on the forefront.”
-  Ben Roodman, UMR senior in computer 
engineering and CEO of ImThere, in a 
jan. 17 article in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch.
"The funniest thing 
for me is when people 
ask me what I do and 
I tell them I sell 
bridges for a living. 
They give me a funny 
look and think I'm 
putting them on.
No, I really sell 
bridges for a living.”
-  Matthew Houser, EMgt'97, of Contech 
Construction Products Inc* in a Jan. 3 article 
in the St. Louis Suburban Journals.
"If we're going to be 
competitive against 
the top universities 
in the country, we 
have to have the 
labs and high-tech 
classrooms. You 
can't do without it.”
-  John F. Carney III, UMR chancellor, about 
Missouri Higher Education Loan Authority's 
plan to use the sale proceeds for about $350 
million in capital improvements at the 




UMRs rank in the 2007 Kiplinger's Personal Finances 
listing of the 100 Best Values in Public Colleges.
55
percentage of all online American teens ages 12-17 
who use online social networking sites, according to 
a Pew Internet & American Life Project survey.
3.5
percentage decline in number of school-age children 
in Missouri from 2000-2004.
15
expected percentage decline in Missouri high school 
graduates by 2012.
48
percentage increase expected in computer 
applications software engineering jobs bv 2014, 
as anticipated by CollegeBoard.com, based on 
estimates from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.
3,500
number ol UMR students and alumni who attended 
the Fall 2006 Career Fair.
34
number of states represented by employers at the 
Fall 2006 Career Fair.
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CD Text is w h a t ’s  next:
* ImThere:
www. i m t h ere.com
* Ramped Media:
www. ra mped.com
* Ben Rood m ans blog:
www.ramped.com/blog
Listen to Roodman discuss 
ImThere on the January 2007 
episode of TechnoFiles at:
www.kumr.org/technoarchive.html
STAY IN THE LOOP
Check out; Ben 
and his company 
on the web:
n R o o d m a n  explains
To glimpse the future of social networking, don’t 
look to MySpace or Facebook. Turn on your cell 
phone instead. That’s the platform Ben Roodman 
is using to help on-the-go hipsters gather the latest
information about concerts, 
movies and other forms of 
entertainment in their 
communities.
Roodman, who graduates this 
May with a bachelor s degree in 
computer engineering, is the CEO 
of ImThere, a social networking 
service that connects subscribers 
to information about events -  such as 
concerts, CD launch parties or indie film 
festivals -  via text messages over their cell phones. 
Subscribers to the free service also connect to one 
another in a mobile community where they can promote new 
bands and venues, share recommendations about music, art or 
restaurants, or discover new music and performers. Think of it as 
a mobile MySpace -  a virtual place to connect with a community 
of like-minded people and exchange information.
“ImThere is a user-driven site that allows people to find things 
to do -  by using your cell phone or the website,” says Roodman,
who grew up in the St. Louis suburb of 
Chesterfield, Mo. While X-ers 
might be more comfortable 
surfing the web to find out 
what’s happening on a 
Friday night, and Baby 
Boomers might flip 
through the latest 
alternative weekly, 
Roodman sees the mobile 
phone as the medium of 
choice for his peers.ImThere.co m
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“We want to be on the forefront of mobile Internet technology,” 
Roodman says. “Text messaging is the medium that’s going to allow 
us to get to that point.”
ImThere is the first service launched by Ramped Media, the 
company Roodman co-founded a year ago with David Gorman, 
a friend from middle school. The two lost touch in later years but 
were re-introduced in early 2006 by a mutual friend, Tess Baklor, 
a UMR computer science student who also works part time for 
Roodman. Gorman “graduated from high school early and never 
went to college,” Roodman says. By the time Roodman met him 
again, “he had already started and sold several companies.” The 
two brainstormed about 
starting a venture that 
would integrate mobile 
and web technology, and 
Ramped Media was born.
Roodman and 
company are piloting 
ImThere in his hometown 
of St. Louis, where they’ve 
established partnerships 
with local clubs, bands 
and media, such as 
St. Louis Sound magazine 
and the music websites 
Playback:stl and iChannel, 
whose parent company,
Bonneville International, owns four radio stations in St. Louis. 
Roodman hopes to take ImThere nationwide this year.
The company is nationwide already. Gorman and one 
developer are based in St. Louis, while Roodman and Baklor 
are in Rolla, another developer lives in West Virginia, another in 
Pennsylvania, a designer lives in Portland, Ore., and Amos King, 
CSci’06, is in St. James, Mo. The employees, like the company, are 
young. King is the oldest of the group. “I think he’s 25 or 26,” says 
Roodman. And the company’s headquarters? “We don’t need offices 
-  at least not right now,” Roodman says. “We have coffee shops.
It’s a fitting work style for a business focused on connecting 
the world through mobile technology. Roodman sees this type of 
flexibility as a keystone of the millennial work force. “I think our 
capacity for change and growth is just immense,” he says. “When 
we step into the work force, we bring a blast of fresh air. We’re 
quick to adapt to change.”
If Roodman is any indication, they’re also not afraid to 
work hard. Last spring and summer, Roodman toiled nights and 
weekends to launch his venture while holding a co-op job testing 
software and hardware in Anheuser-Busch’s corporate engineering 
division. He poured his A-B earnings into his fledgling business.
“I think I’m the first 
person ever to lose 
money on my co-op,” 
he says.
Roodman believes 
the sacrifices will pay 
off. After all, launching 
a business “takes your 
soul,” he says. “It’s your 
dream, your vision, your 
reputation, all your time 
and effort.... It can be 
extremely difficult 
but also extremely 
rewarding.”
His UMR education 
also helped prepare Roodman for the rigors of entrepreneurship. 
“UMR has prepared me for hard work and staying up late,” he says, 
“and just being surrounded by tech-sawy people who want to build 
great things or solve inventiveness problems, has helped a lot.” 
While tweaking ImThere in the St. Louis market prior to a 
broader launch in other parts of the nation, Roodman is looking 
for angel investors who share his vision. He’s also cooking up other 
business ideas, including a mobile news and blogging service and 
other mobile Internet applications.
“When we step into the 
workforce, we bring a 
blast of fresh air We’re 
quick to adapt to  change.”
- Ben Roodman
entrepreneur leadership survey
We are featuring some of our leaders in the magazine and on a website.
To be considered, please complete the form below and fax it to the UMR Office of Public Relations at 573-341-6157, or email the 
information to news@umr.edu, or mail this form to our office at 105-A Campus Support Facility, 1870 Miner Circle, UMR, Rolla, 
MO 65409-0220.
Name;_________________ ________________ — _____________  Mailing Address:_______________________
Title:_____________________ ________ _____________________  ____________________________________ ___________________
Company/Organization:_________  _ ________________________  --------------------------------------------- -------------------------------------
Degree(s) and year(s) of graduation: _________________________  Telephone:---------------------------------------------- -------------------------------
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The year was 1982. 
E.T. phoned home. 
Cable News Network, 
more familiar 
to most as CNN,
was launched.
Time magazine's 
Man of the Year was, 
for the first time, given
to a non-human: 
a computer.




by mindy limback (limbackm@ umr.edu)
-flip -flop*
souurc*e .
c ^e ^ ll
Spend a few m om ents on any college  
cam pus and you’ll com e across m em bers 
of this new est generation. Often described  
as collaborative, optim istic, open-m inded, 
and achievem ent-oriented, these tech -saw y  
m illennials have higher expectations 
(of them selves and others) than any 
generation before them, except perhaps 
the Silent Generation with which they 
share m any of the sam e values.
the digital life
The ubiquitous white ear buds, razor-thin camera 
phones and other mobile gadgets are part of an 
arsenal of technological devices owned and 
carried by millennials. Digital technology gives 
this 25-and-under crowd a mobile way to stay 
connected to the Internet, and in a sense, their lives. 
Make them happy? With the click of the mouse, 
they’ll tell their friends. Disappoint them?
They’ll tell the world.
the social scene
The Daily Show may draw millennials to the 
television, but don’t expect them to stay for long.
A wide range of social networks -  from Facebook 
to MySpace -  provide ways for this generation to 
stay more connected to friends than ever before. 
Users can send messages, leave comments, 
upload pictures, upload videos and a myriad 
of other nifty things.
People get the impression that UMR students sit in 
their rooms on the Internet, isolated with no social 
interaction. But they’re prolific communicators 
who have more social interactions than me or you 
because they’re having conversations with peers 
across the country. Forget about email, which 
can be blocked by spam filters or have its delivery 
delayed. Real-time interactions provided by IM 
(instant messaging) and text messaging are like 
oxygen to them -  allowing virtual conversations 
to transpire as quickly as a face-to-face discussion. 
IM lets millennials know when their friends are 
online and allows several conversations to take 
place at once, even using several screen names.
(continued on the next page)
vohejre* d o  tjou. -fit Assigning names to generations is nothing new. Look at the list below to see where you fit in.
m 3 ~ n o o  
lost generation
This generation was made famous 
by expatriots like Gertrude Stein 
and Ernest Hemingway. At home, 
young people were disillusioned 
by the large number of casualties 
of the First World War. Members 
of this generation were accused 
of being cynical and disdainful of
their parents' Victorian notions 
of morality. Still in the midst of 
defining what it meant to be 
American, many members of the 
Lost Generation felt culturally 
inferior to Europeans. It was 
during this period, however, that 
American musicians and writers 
started to produce some of the 
greatest works in history.
n o i - m *  
g.i. generation
Also called the Greatest 
Generation, these folks fought 
World War II and came home to 
raise the first kids of the Baby 
Boomer Generation. Members of 
the Greatest Generation were 
known as team players who had 
trust in the government.
They were among the first to 
create suburbs and they also 
helped to create a thriving 
(white) middle class in America. 
Members of this generation 
include John Wayne, Ted Williams 
and Katherine Hepburn.




C,uL<xte^ m<xla. the greater good
A number of violent events, like the Oklahoma City bombing, 
Columbine High School shooting, and the terrorist attacks on 9/11, 
transpired during this generation’s formative years. From the ashes 
of these catastrophic events rose the re-emergence of the American 
hero. Although the surge of community-mindedness following 9/11 
has slowed for many generational groups, it has remained strong 
for the impressionable millennials. The polar opposite of the 
cynical and pessimistic Gen-Xers (those born between 1961 and 
1981), millennials are interested in the greater good: volunteering 
and making a difference in their local communities and across 
the globe. At UMR, the desire to help others is incorporated into 
the campus culture. From capstone courses to extracurricular 
activities, students are asked to think broadly across disciplines 
and consider the human dimensions that are at the core of 
design challenges.
The profiles on the following pages will give you a cross-section 
of UMR’s millennials -  a future student, a current student and a 
recent alumnus. From their homes in Iowa, Oklahoma and Florida, 
our profiles then join us online to talk about the stereotypes 
that exist about their generation.
uihejre^ d o  cjou in ?  Assigning names to generations is nothing new. Look at the list below to see where you fit
1115-1142
silent generation
This generation, born out of 
the depression, inherited the 
unprecedented power fought for 
and won by previous generations. 
They did so cautiously and without 
patting themselves on the back. 
Members of the Silent Generation 
would be the bosses of Baby 
Boomers at work. Their America 
would become defined, in part, 
by civil rights issues and by the 
Truman Doctrine. Marilyn Monroe, 
Johnny Carson and John Lennon 




Their parents could afford more 
kids because of the G.l. Bill and 
America's expanding economy. 
Baby Boomers were the first 
members of a generation to be 
raised on television. On the tube, 
they watched black-and-white 
programs like "Leave it to Beaver" 
and later watched footage from 
the frontlines of Vietnam and riot 
scenes on American streets. They 
saw the assassinations of John F. 
Kennedy and Martin Luther King 
Jr. They watched moon shots and 
some of them went to Woodstock. 
They listened to rock music and 
promoted equal rights for women. 
Oprah Winfrey and Bill Clinton 
are among the legions of 
Baby Boomers.
/? & /- /* * /
generation x
Overshadowed and somewhat 
overwhelmed by the massive Baby 
Boomer Generation, Gen-Xers are 
often seen as cynical, brooding 
types who have dealt with their 
fare share of divorces and 
dysfunctional families. Members 
of Generation X have often been 
classified as "slackers" who are 
overeducated and tend to work at 
"McJobs." For these folks, AIDS 
replaced nuclear annihilation 
as the most pressing threat to 
humanity. They were the first to be 
turned on by heavy metal (and 
later grunge), cable television and 
personal computers. Kurt Cobain 








Generation Xers' lack optim ism , Baby 
Boom ers seek individual Ireedom , and 
m em bers of the Silent Generation were 
cautious and, w ell, silent. Stereotypes 
w ere made to be broken. See w hat your 
e llo w  alum ni told the UMR M agarn 
Id their generations. Go online to: 
umrhuigazine.unir.edii
prospective UMR student profile
katie mae herington
hometown: Kalona, Iowa 
birthday: 2/1/89
current occupation: Mid-Prairie High School senior
college plans: starts UMR in August, signed to play volleyball
dream job: either a marine biologist studying manatees in Florida 
or being a photographer for National Geographic
interests: reading, hanging out with friends, volleyball, watching 
movies and crocheting
□  info
^A/o^ds to live by* Author and activist Marianne Williamson once said “Your playing small 
does not serve the world...we are all meant to shine.” Katie Herington took those words to heart.
In the year 2020: “My hope for the future is that I can do something that will 
significantly improve the world, even if it’s only a small portion of the world.”
I n S p i ra ti O n: “Seeing goodness come out of people in everyday situations inspires me,” 
the upbeat 18-year-old says. “If I could get advice from anyone, it would be Mother Teresa 
because she did so much for the world.”
YeS, I Om a millennial: Civic-minded Herington considers herself a competitive, 
dedicated, team-oriented and compassionate person - key character traits of millennial.
There is no "I" in team: “Teamwork is essential,” says Katie. “Yes, you can do things 
on your own, but through teamwork - on the court, in the classroom, wherever - you can do so 
much more. I’ve grown up with ‘teamwork’ ingrained into my way of thinking. I think it has always 
had a positive influence on me.”
There's more to me than volleyball: When she’s not playing volleyball or
finishing up her senior year at Mid-Prairie High School, this millennial enjoys reading, watching 
movies, hanging out with friends and crocheting.
childhood taught 
me things aren’t 
nearly as complicated 
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a new generation
current UMR student profile
short-term  trading 
is a great wav to 







current occupation: senior majoring in NucE
favorite superhero: The Flash
his passion: shooting — he adamantly believes the ability to handle 
a firearm proficiently is a necessary skill that everyone 
most certainly should have
tattoos: none and he doesn't plan on getting any
How he rolls: A 1983 Pontiac Firebird with a V8 engine that was rebuilt in his friend’s 
garage back in Oklahoma. The paint job was done in Karl’s garage with the same friend. “It’s got 
non-stock wheels, with the fattest tires I could use without scraping the inside of the wheel-well,”
Karl says.
W hat he's reading: The Killer Angels by Michael Shaara (winner of the Pulitzer Prize 
for Fiction in 1975). “It is an incredibly detailed book that takes place during the Battle of Gettysburg,” 
Karl says.
W hat he does online: “Short-term trading is a great way to make money if you’ve 
got some extra money to spare,” Karl says. “Another nice thing about etrade is that it can also act 
as a bank that can do everything. I’ve got an E*TRADE debit card and an E*TRADE checking 
account.” So far -  he only started last summer - he’s made a trading profit of about $300.
W hy he's a fan of the 2nd Amendment: “ I collect guns and go to
gun shows,” Karl says. “It’s my honest and very strong opinion that being able to fire a weapon 
is a necessary skill for anyone. Of course, gun safety is always paramount.”
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recent UMR graduate profile
Jake midkiff___________
hometown: Farmington, Missouri 
degree: bachelor's in GeoE'06
current occupation: staff engineering, Qore Property Science
current location: recently moved from West Palm Beach, Florida, 
to Nashville, Tennessee
college activities: Engineers Without Borders (EWB), Pi Kappa Alpha
political views: liberal
Q i n f o
His motto: Take the road less traveled. “It’s important to forge your own way,” he explains.
“If people always did things the way those who came before them did, where would we be? It’s 
important to move beyond your comfort zone and explore things that do not have definite solutions.”
Jake's journeys: As a UMR student, Jakes travels sometimes included traversing up steep, 
stomach-turning roads into the Andes mountains or twisty, hilly roads into the Guatemala highlands. 
Last May, the 24-year-old led a group from UMR’s Engineers Without Borders student chapter to Inka 
Katurapi, Bolivia, where they installed a latrine system for the high school.
W hat EW B taught him: “When you go to wonderful places like Inka Katurapi, it 
changes the way you look at things. The residents work so hard for what they have and it’s amazing 
how happy they are. It really puts life into perspective. These projects are partnerships with the 
communities. Id love to go back in 10 years and see how the community has improved.”
A passion for com passion! “Our generation more than any other is going to live and 
work in a world that is globalized and without borders. I think it is very important to understand how 
fortunate we are and to realize the unbelievable capacity that fortune gives us to help others.”
our generation is 
going to live and 
worli in a world that 
is globalized and 
without borders. 
__________ -  Jake
Q photos
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can we chat?
Millennial* can still 
be found in familiar places 
like residence halls and 
shopping malls, in 
basement bars and in the 
backs of cars, and they 
can even be found on 
occasion in classrooms. 
But, increasingly, if you 
want to get into the minds 
of today's students, your 
best bet would be to 
visit them in one of their 
most natural habitats -  
chat rooms.
Magazine thought it 
would be a cool idea to 
create a chat room and 
invite our profile students 
from the previous pages 
to discuss everything from 
iPods to Iraq. Feel free to 
"lurk in" on the discussion.
LOL-)
To read the full transcript of 
the chat and to see what these 
millennials think about the 
war in Iraq, go online to
umrmagazine.umr.edu
Never give out your password or credit card number in an instant message  
conversation. To help prevent infection by a computer virus or worm, never 
accept or open any file or link in an instant message until you verify its 
authenticity with the sender.
U M R Magazine: This is Lance, Mr. Moderator. We appreciate you being here. 
OK. First question. What technical gadget or innovation has come 
along in your lifetime that you couldn’t do without?
Jake: Cell phone. We don’t even have a regular phone line in our home and 
| carry my work and personal cells at all times.
U M R Magazine: Good answer. What about instant messaging?
Jake: I used it a lot in school but not so much any more.
Katie: For me, it would be the internet. I do everything on it: communication, 
research, etc. I can’t imagine not having it.
U M R Magazine: Karl is getting ready to join us too... Do you socialize online 
much with friends through websites, etc.?
Jake: Yeah, I hate to admit it but I am a member of both the MySpace and 
Facebook communities.
f Katie: I don’t really socialize through websites, more through things like MSN 
**** messenger or AOL. Instant response seems to be more popular among my 
age group than waiting on an email.
U M R Magazine: Why do you think those communities are so popular with 
members of your generation?
Jake: I’m not really sure. I guess for me it’s  like a constant high school 
•  reunion that you don’t have to go to and it’s an easy way to keep up with 
friends on a day-to-day basis.
U M R Magazine: Great quote about the high school reunion.
Karl: Sonny, folks... I’m not sune why this is so slow.
U M R Magazine: When was the last time you went to a library? What did you 
do there? (Don't worry about the speed thing, Karl. Just send in your 
answers as you’re able.)
Katie: A week or two ago. I went to find a book to read. I mainly go to the library 
^  to find books to read in my free time.
f Jake: The last library I went to was the UMR library and it was to use the computer between classes.
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you are chatting with: umr magazine (continued)
Karl: I work at KUMR, so that’s why I was there last... other than that, just to study for tests.
UM R Magazine: Where do you get your news?
Karl: Everywhere. Fox News is on my TV set every morning before class... After class Cand 
sometimes during], it’s blog sites like Michelle Malkin, Ace of Spades, and Anti-ldiotarian 
Rottweiler
t Jake: CNN.com. I don’t really watch the news. I prefer to develop my own opinions rather than have someone else’s shoved down my throat.
U M R Magazine: I take it you’re a Republican, Karl. Do any of you watch Jon Stewart or the Colbert Report?
What about entertainment -  Do you watch YouTube videos?
Karl: Haha, you got it right. Anyhow, I watch those shows occasionally for entertainment, but not 
seriously. I go to \bulube sometimes, but just to see funny videos.
Katie: I mainly get my news from the local news on TV or reading the newspaper. I like Jon Stewart, because he has a very 
interesting outlook on things, but considering I don’t have cable or satellite I very seldom watch either show.
Jake: I love Jon Stewart but I don’t really ever watch. I’m not sure when it’s on, I think I’m in bed by then.
U M R Magazine: What about issues like race and sexual orientation (speaking of politics)... Do you think your 
generation is more color-blind and accepting of differences in people than previous generations?
What will be the big huge issues of the day for your generation?
S i  Katie: I like to think as a whole, my generation is much more accepting of race and sexual orientation. But I think it all 
depends on where you come from and what you’ve experienced. Because many kids are influenced by their parents and 
what surrounds them. As for the big issue, I’d say gay marriage, whether it becomes legal in all states, some, or none.
Karl: I do think our generation is tolerant of different races/sexes... I personally don’t care: if 
they’re the right person for the job, more power to them. However I also realize it will be a long 
time before, say, a minority or homosexual becomes president. Right now, it’s religion that 
seems to be causing conflict... obviously, Muslim ’fundamentalists’ and the war in Iraq.
^jjB Jake: I would like to think that our generation is significantly more accepting of differences in people. I would hope 
•  global warming would be the huge issue for our generation, but it will probably be something like gay marriage.
UM R Magazine: What are some of the stereotypes you’re aware of that have been rightly or wrongly attributed to 
members of your generation?
Jake: I think that we are thought of as lazy or unconcerned. But, I think that most generations feel like they are 
•  thought of that way by those who precede them.
Katie: I think my generation is viewed as lacking morals, work ethic, and general respect for others. But applying 
**** stereotypes to an individual seems unfair.
\  Karl: I think people think we’re lazy and not motivated... maybe even defiant... I’d like to think I don’t  fall 
into that category, haha.








David Wisherd gives the 
commencement address.
Commencement
Note to grads: create wealth
In his December commencement address, David Wisherd, EE’69, 
talked about using technology to create wealth.
“I am not referring to personal wealth,” Wisherd told the graduating class of 
approximately 500. “I am speaking about the unique opportunity those of us in the 
pursuit of engineering and sciences have to add materially to the well-being of 
society as a whole.” j
Wisherd, chairman of the board of WhereNet, a wireless resource management 
company in Santa Clara, Calif., received an honorary doctorate during 
commencement ceremonies. He urged the new graduates to consider doing 
“something technically creative, especially while your education is still fresh.”





















Kent Peaslee, professor of 
m etallurgical engineering, 
w a s named Curators' Teaching 
Professor of m aterials science 
and engineering and Ja m e s  
Drew niak, professor of electrical 
and computer engineering and 
director of the UMR M aterials 
Research Center, w as named 
Curators' Professor of electrical 
and computer engineering.
The titles were conferred at 
UMR's December commencement.
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UMR Magazine rocks!
The awards keep on coming for the UMR Magazine.
In March, the Missouri Association of 
Publications honored the magazines staff with 
two Ranly Awards -  the Spring 2006 issue on 
undergraduate research won Best Magazine 
and the Fall 2006 energy issue won for 
Best Writing.
In January, the magazine won a Gold 
Award from the Council for Advancement and 
Support of Education (CASE) in the category 
Overall Publications, Publications Improvement
for the annual media placement efforts of the 
office of public relations.
Silver Award: Excellence in Multimedia Radio
for the UMR research public radio program 
TechnoFiles, which airs on KUMR.
Sweepstakes Award -  the highest award of its 
enrollment category, 5,000-7,499 students.
Program for the redesign from the MSM-UMR 
Alumnus to the current UMR Magazine.
Other CASE awards:
Grand Gold: Excellence in Multimedia CD/DVD
for the promotional DVD "Lessons from Bolivia."
Gold Award: Excellence in Multimedia CD/DVD
for the promotional DVD "Center for Aerospace 
Manufacturing Technologies."
Silver Award: Excellence in Institutional 
Relations -  Overall Media Placement Program
Engineering growth
If approved by Missouri's 
Coordinating Board for Higher 
Education, UMR will soon offer a 
doctoral degree in systems engineering 
to respond to the growing need for 
trained systems engineers.
The University of Missouri Board 
of Curators approved UMR s proposal 
in December.
ABET accreditation
The bachelor of science degree 
program in architectural engineering 
has been accredited by ABET Inc., 
formerly known as the Accreditation 
Board for Engineering and Technology.
A total of 126 students are 
currently enrolled in the program, 
which is the only architectural 
engineering program in the state.
For m ore inform ation  
em ail dce@ um r.edu  
call 573-341-6576  
toll-free 866-867-4723








"By using movies as a starting point, 
students w ill learn some pretty 
heavy-duty scien ce , but in a fun 
and le ss  scary setting." -Anne Magiia
Swamp Thing 101
UMR biologist Anne Magiia is using science fiction movies to 
teach biotechnology to her students this spring in a new course titled 
“Biologywood: Unraveling Biology Fact from Fiction at the Movies.”
The course covers such sci-fi classics as Blade Runner, The Fly, Planet 
of the Apes and Resident Evil
Biotechnology is becoming more and more popular in movies and 
television, but most people don’t know where the science stops and 
the fiction begins, Magiia says.
“In this class, we watch movies, discuss the science shown in the 
plots, and talk about the real science behind the ideas,” she says. 
“Students are learning about cutting-edge and controversial 
biotechnology, including cloning, stem cell research and genetic 
engineering.
“By using movies as a starting point, students will learn some 
pretty heavy-duty science, but in a fun and less scary setting,” Magiia 
says. “The course will also include lectures on biology and 
biotechnology topics, as well as discussions on how society’s 
perceptions influence science and vice versa.”
Briefly ________________
y p u t f  Krishnamurthy
named vice provost 
J p it i f i j  for research
l »  K. Krishnamurthy,
professor of mechanical
engineering and associate dean for research and 
graduate affairs in the School of Engineering, 
was named vice provost for research effective 
Jan. 1. He takes over for Wayne Huebner, 
CerE'82, PhD CerE'87, who became chair of 
materials science and engineering. (See story 
on this page.)
A member of the UMR faculty since 1986, 
Krishnamurthy leads UMR's office of sponsored 
programs. The office of sponsored programs 
helped gain more than $35 million in external 
research funding for the university in 2005.
The 2011 goal is $60 million.
Krishnamurthy's research interests include 
intelligent control, robotics, advanced 
manufacturing systems and alternative energy 
sources. He has published his research in 
numerous scholarly journals and has received 
several teaching awards at UMR.
Paula Lutz to head 
Montana program
Paula Lutz, Chem'76, 
dean of the College of Arts 
and Sciences since 2002, 
will leave UMR in June 
to direct the College of Letters and Science 
at Montana State University in Bozeman.
Lutz, a member of the UMR faculty 
since 1987, was the first female dean in the 
university's history and was named UMR's 
Woman of the Year in 1999. She joined UMR 
as an assistant professor of life sciences and 
was named chair of the biological sciences 
department in 2000.
Under Lutz's leadership at UMR, the 
College of Arts and Sciences raised its profile 
and increased scholarship and funded research. 
The college also enhanced mentoring of new 
and underrepresented faculty and emphasized 
teaching effectiveness through programs like 
the CAS Excellence in Teaching Awards.
Lutz helped increase interest in math 
and science careers among young women by
developing an annual program called "Bridging 
the Gap," which introduces Girl Scouts to 
hands-on science. Since 2000, Lutz co-directed 
Expanding Your Horizons, a one-day conference 
held annually for approximately 500 seventh 
and eighth grade girls.
Lutz also excelled in research at UMR, 
leading a National Institutes of Health- 
sponsored program to determine the possible 
effects of lead on children's immune systems.
Huebner chairs MSE
Wayne Huebner, CerE'82, PhD CerE'87, 
became chair of materials science and 
engineering in January. He had served as 
vice provost for research for four years. 
Huebner takes over from Richard Brow, 
Curators' Professor of ceramic engineering, 
who remains on the faculty.
Peaslee is first Iverson chair
Kent Peaslee, Curators' Teaching 
Professor of metallurgical engineering, was 
named UMR’s first F. Kenneth Iverson Chair of
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In January, 
mid-Missouri 
was struck by 
the worst ice 
storm to hit the 
region in years.
In addition to 
widespread power 
outages, hundreds 




was not immune, 
and lost many 
old-growth trees 
to the ice.
photo by M ichele  M artin/ The M isso u ri M in er
Steelmaking Technology. The chair was 
established in 2006 through a $2 million 
endowment from Nucor Corp. (See back inside 
cover of this issue for a profile on Nucor.)
Fresh air
Jerry Tien, associate professor of mining 
engineering, was appointed to a U.S. Mine 
Safety and Health Administration panel to 
study the use of conveyor belt tunnels in 
ventilating underground coal mines, as well as 
the fire-retardant properties of the conveyor 
belt materials.
Day honored by ACS
Delbert Day, CerE'58, Curators'
Professor emeritus of ceramic engineering 
and senior investigator at UMR's Graduate 
Center for Materials Research, received the 
Distinguished Life Membership Award from 




associate professor of electrical and computer 
engineering and director of the UMR Real-Time 
Power and Intelligent Systems Laboratory, 
recently received the Outstanding Section 
Member Award for his service to the St. Louis 
Section of the Institute of Electrical and 
Electronics Engineers.
A rose by any other name...
Dillon Johnston, former professor of 
English at Wake Forest University, began 
his term as the 2007 Maxwell C. Weiner 
Distinguished Professor of Humanities at UMR 
in January. An expert in Irish poetry, Johnston 
is teaching a course titled "Situating Modern 




UMR made headlines from New 
York to San Diego and hundreds of spots 
in between on Feb. 27, when threats 
made by a troubled civil engineering 
graduate student forced the campus 
to close for the day.
Law enforcement officials from 
the city, county, state and federal 
governments and the Missouri 
National Guard joined the UMR Police 
Department in an investigation that 
revealed the threats to be false, 
returning the campus to normal 
status by Wednesday, Feb. 28.







s Poll: name change garners support
29.9 percent favor 
the current name
70.1 percent 
favor a name 
other than UMR
More than 70 percent of alumni responding to a UMR Magazine survey 
believe a name other than UMR would better reflect the campus’ mission as a technological 
research university. But respondents have differing views about what name would best 
fill the bill.
At press time, 955 alumni -  slightly more than 2 percent of the 43,000 graduates 
who receive the magazine -  responded to the name change survey published in the 
Winter 2006 issue (see “Time for a new name?” Winter 2006 issue, pages 12-13).
| Of those respondents, 669 -  or 70.1 percent -  voted they believed a name other than 
UMR would best describe the university. A total of 286 respondents -  
' 29.9 percent -  voted in favor of UMR.
In addition, another 224 alumni, students, faculty, parents and others emailed 
Chancellor John F. Carney III directly to express their opinions. Of those, 71.4 percent 
also favor a name change.
At press time, UMR officials were surveying students, faculty and staff on the 
subject, and contracting with a marketing research firm to confer with prospective students 
as well as current and targeted corporate recruiters. Any name change proposal must be 
approved by the University of Missouri Board of Curators.
Stay up to date on the name change issue by visiting the UMR Name Change weblog, 
namechange.umr.edu.













Before 1940 1 100 0 0 1
1940-49 35 89.7 4 10.3 39
1950-59 99 86.8 15 13.2 114
1960-69 182 88.8 23 11.2 205
1970-79 148 69.2 66 30.8 214
1980-89 88 61.1 56 38.9 144
1990-99 68 52.3 •62 47.7 130
2000-06 48 44.4 60 55.6 108
Total 669 70.1 286 29.9 955
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What you say
Alumni responding to our name change survey weren’t shy about expressing 
their opinions, either in favor o f or opposing Chancellor John F. Carney I l l’s 
proposal. Here are a few  o f them:
“Graduates of my era really hated the 
name change from MSM. We felt betrayed, 
and it diluted our loyalty to our alma mater.”
“Either UMR provides a first-class 
education or it doesn’t. Students will come 
regardless of the name. In these times of lean 
budgets, spend the money on the education, 
not the name.”
“Although Rolla emphasizes engineering, 
the term technology better describes the 
ideals of the university. Also, I hope the 
focus on the sciences won’t hinder the 
excellent humanities program at UMR.
The speech teacher and courses really 
helped me professionally.”
“Leave the name the same. Rolla provides 
more than just a science and technology 
education. The name is well recognized 
among engineering schools, businesses 
and students.”
“Before I read this edition of UMR 
Magazine, I was against the name change.
Thank you for outlining the objectives and 
showing how our school compares to others.”
“When I graduated, UMR had a unique 
name that indicated its technological 
emphasis.”
“UMR should span all technical fields, so 
don’t limit the name to just the fields of 
science and engineering. Cover all technical 
areas.”
“This is an overdue change. I am
a university professor, and people are 
always dropping Rolla off my degree in 
advertisements and university information. 
People then think I am a University of 
Missouri grad. Very confusing.”
“The idea has some merit, but will it really 
change anything? Maybe what is needed is a 
talented advertising firm that specializes in 
expanding the nationwide knowledge base of 
this excellent university.”
“Please don’t leave the humanities out.
There are many successful humanities 
graduates in the world, proud to be from 
UMR!”
“I’m from California, and people here 
don’t think much of Missouri when they 
first hear this name. I’m always explaining 
how great Rolla really is. I vote for a name 
that sounds more like one of the famous 
engineering schools. Be careful it doesn’t 
sound like an ‘alternative’ tech school when 
it’s abbreviated.”
“I’m disappointed to find the university is 
devoting any of its limited resources to 
something as non-substantial as a name 
change.... I hope this misguided effort dies a 
quick death, and that the university returns 
its focus to the research and education that 
makes it great.”
“The school’s name has changed before 
without problem. Other Missouri state 
schools with no distinguishing features have 
taken new names. I’m all for the name 
change.”
“As a female business major, I would not 
have been interested in the school by the 
other names listed.”
“I thought the idea of a name change was 
great until 1 saw the suggestions. They all 
sound like two-year vo-tech colleges. Either 
keep UMR or go back to MSM.”
“The case for a name change is 
compelling, and I support it as part 
of an integrated strategy.”
“What a wonderful opportunity to change 
to a name known and revered the world 
over: MSM.”
In the press
In Springfield, Mo., where another 
university recently underwent a name 
change, the local newspaper has taken a 
keen interest in developments at UMR.
An editorial in the Dec. 29,2006, edition 
of the Springfield News-Leader called
the name change proposal "an excellent 
idea," adding that UMR "might have the 
best case of all."
The News-Leader op-ed page has 
also been a forum for alumni to voice 
their views, both pro and con Jason 
McHaney. ChE'93, of Paducah. Ky., 
weighed in against the name change 
with a Jan. 5 piece. "As a UMR 
alumnus, I strongly oppose Chancellor 
Carney's attempt to change the name 
of the school at this time," McHaney 
wrote. "The mention of Rolla has 
powerful resonance in the engineering 
community. Before removing it from the 
university's name, I urge him to pursue 
other avenues, such as aggressive 
out-of-state marketing and tuition 
assistance, to enhance the reputation 
and future of the school."
Ted Weise, EE'67, retired 
president and CEO of FedEx and 
president of the UMR Board of Trustees, 
wrote on behalf of the trustees to 
support a name change. "True, UMR is 
well known in Missouri, in sections of 
adjacent states and in certain industry 
circles for its excellence in engineering 
and technology," he wrote. "But studies 
show that the number of high school 
graduates from the Midwest is about 
to drop sharply, so we must attract 
more students from across the nation. 
Having a name with 'technology' or 
'technological' in the title would give 
prospective students a much clearer 
understanding of the type of university 
we are."
Links to all three editorials are 
on the UMR Name Change weblog 
namechange.umr.edu.
___________________________________ y
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by John Kean (jke an@ u m r.e du ) | photos by Rod Lentz
Walk into the Gale Bullman Multi-Purpose Building on any 
given day and you will probably find Nicole Dierking, all by 
herself with a basketball, taking shot after shot after shot. It is a 
work ethic that paid dividends for the senior guard on the UMR 
womens basketball team.
Dierking reached a personal milestone as the 2007 calendar 
year began. She became the 12th player in school history to reach 
the 1,000-point mark -  and the first UMR player to do so in five 
years -  and recently completed her career as the sixth-leading 
scorer in school history with 1,169 points.
But personal accolades aside, what is more important to 
Dierking has been her part in the rise of the Lady Miner program 
to contender status in the Great; Lakes Valley Conference.
“The team’s success is always much more important,” 
Dierking says. “The individual stuff is nice, but meeting our 
team goals is bigger to me.”
Dierking has put her own personal touch on the team’s 
improvement. Last year was a breakout year as UMR went 17-11,
10-9 in the GTVC, and won a conference tournament game 
for the first time in 15 years.
In that win, Dierking was scoreless during the first half, 
but poured in 21 points after the intermission in UMR’s 
68-55 victory over Lewis University.
Not only did she pass the 1,000-point, mark, but she finished 
her career second in career three-point baskets at UMR and among 
the top 10 in school history for free throws made, assists and 
rebounds; she is one of only two players in school history to 
rank among the top 10 for career points, rebounds and assists.
She credits her shooting prowess to all of the time she has 
spent in the gym since her junior high school days.
“My dad would drop me off at school in the morning on his 
way to work and 1 would shoot until school started,” Dierking said. 
“I was probably there in the gym for about an hour before class.”
Taking those 200 to 250 shots per session -  something she still 
does to this day -  made her one of the best perimeter players to 
wear a Lady Miner uniform.
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Sports ShortsMiner football gets $250,000 boost
Last October the UMR Miner football 
program received a $250,000 gift from Peter 
and Betty Jane Kinyon.
“Pete and Betty Jane clearly understand the 
impact athletics can provide in the development of 
young people,” says Mark Mullin, director of athletics 
at UMR.
The Kinyons moved to Rolla in 1988 upon their 
retirement. Peter, a former football player and 
assistant coach at the University of Michigan, worked 
in employee and labor relations for the Ford Motor 
Co. in the Detroit area for 12 years and in employee 
relations for Abbott Laboratories in Chicago for 
18 years while his wife was a kindergarten teacher.
In Rolla, Kinyon is a member of the Lions Club 
and is active in the Meals on Wheels program and Christ Episcopal Church.
Cronewold selected to AP All-America team
Ashton Gronewold’s big junior year has netted him All-America status for the second 
year in a row. The wide receiver from Carthage, 111., was selected to the Associated Press 
Little All-America second team for the 2006 campaign after a record-setting season.
Gronewold shared the Great Lakes Football Conferences “Offensive Player of the Year" 
award with Central State running back Derrick Moss after breaking 12 school records, 
including his receiving marks of 78 catches for 1,120 yards and for all-purpose yards 
with 1,788.
He also broke the UMR career marks in receiving and scoring and set new single­
game records for receiving yards (229 vs. Morehead State) and all-purpose yards 
(294 vs. Saint Joseph’s).
UMR soccer teams earn academic distinction 
from National Soccer Coaches Association
UMR is one of 52 institutions in the nation -  and one of just two in the 14-team 
Great Lakes Valley Conference -  to have both its mens and womens soccer programs 
earn the Team Academic Award from the National Soccer Coaches Association 
of America.
The men’s team recorded a team grade point average of 3.26 during the 2005-06 
academic year. The women’s team came in with a 3.18 team grade point average.
Junior forward Dan Gravlin, a civil engineering major, was selected to ESPN 
The Magazine Academic All-America soccer team for the 2006 season.
For more on UMR athletics, visit sports.umr.edu.
Volleyball
UMR begins its womens volleyball 
program in fall 2007 and head coach 
Jason Holt announced his first class 
of recruits, as four players signed 
National Letters of Intent to play at 
UMR during the early signing period 
in November.
The four signees are Katie 
Herington, a 6-0 middle hitter from 
Kalona, Iowa (see profile page 11); 
Jessica Laughary, a 5-7 outside hitter 
from Wheaton, Mo.; Maddie Owak, 
a 5-10 outside hitter from Tinley Park, 
111., and Annie Smith, a 5-5 defensive 
specialist from St. Louis, Mo.
In addition to the four early 
signings, Holt has added five current 
students at UMR who will be part of 
the inaugural Lady Miner squad.
Swimming
Ten members of the UMR 
swimming team earned a spot in the 
NCAA Division II Championships.
Qualifiers include the 400-yard 
medley relay team of Kyle Kammer, 
David Calcara, Travis Stensby and 
Mark Chamberlain; the 200-freestyle 
relay team of Chris Scheuber, Matt 
Adams and David Sanchez-Turner 
with Chamberlain; and the 200-medley 
relay team of Bill Gaul along with 
three of the aforementioned.
In addition, Matt Hug and 
Matt Hammond made nationals 
on an individual basis.
Several of those who qualified 
in the relays also met minimum 
qualifying standards in various 
individual events and will be able to 
swim in them at the national meet 
with Hug and Hammond.











The Air Force needs a revolutionary source to 
power everything from unmanned aerial vehicles 
to terrestrial robots.
Some UMR 
scientists think nature 
might hold the answers.
Fatih Dogan, a professor of 
materials science and engineering at UMR, 
is leading the Rolla-based effort. He says the 
Munitions Directorate, which is developing 
systems with electrical requirements that can exceed 
the capabilities of known power sources, is looking for a 
new source of efficient, compact power to replace 
conventional energy systems like batteries.
“The roadmap describes how to apply nano-scale 
science and engineering expertise along with lessons 
learned from Mother Nature to create revolutionary new 
approaches for the development of long-duration power 
systems with high energy capacity,” Dogan says.
Because of the military implications, a lot of the 
technical details aren’t available to the public. But 
Dogan says the new bio-inspired energy sources, 
which will be compact, lightweight and extremely 
long-lasting, are expected to be used to power 
unmanned aerial vehicles, autonomous terrestrial 
micro-robots, artificial intelligence systems and other 
military devices.
“With respect to developing highly efficient and 
compact power sources, we can learn lessons from nature,” 
Dogan says. “Some examples are the highly efficient flight
muscles of birds 
or insects, or 
electric fish that can 
send pulses for navigation 
or for generating a strong 
shock to stun prey.”
As is the case 
with most military 
innovations that begin 
with a long-term vision, 
Dogan says the technology should 
eventually trickle down to the public 
for conventional usage in devices like 
laptop computers and cell phones.
The five UMR researchers involved are 
Dogan, Keith Corzine, associate professor of 
electrical and computer engineering; Melanie 
Mormile, associate professor of biological sciences; 
Matt O’Keefe, professor of materials science and 
engineering; and Jay Switzer, the Donald L. 
Castleman/Foundation for Chemical Research Missouri 
Professor of Discovery in Chemistry.
The University of Missouri-Columbia, St. Louis 
University and Battelle are also lending some expertise 
to the UMR effort.
New campus CAREER grant
Ray Luechtefeld
Ray Luechtefeld, assistant professor of 
engineering management, has been selected to 
receive a CAREER grant from the National Science 
Foundation.
Luechtefeld will receive nearly $525,000 over 
the next five years to support further research in 
facilitation theory and team skill education for 
engineering students. The result, Luechtefeld says, 
will be the development of a virtual facilitator, a 
software program that will help students, engineers 
and business people improve team skills and make 
better decisions.
Luechtefeld plans to collaborate with artificial 
intelligence researchers on campus and expert
facilitators to improve the virtual facilitator. He will 
also work with a variety of faculty at UMR and 
Stephens College to evaluate the effects of the 
system on team performance and student learning. 
The goal will be to help engineering students learn 
team skills while, at the same time, advancing 
research in team dynamics and facilitation.
"As speech recognition capabilities mature 
and people become increasingly connected through 
cell phones and the web, this technology will 
enable people to get help with vexing 'people 
problems' anytime, anywhere," says Luechtefeld, 
who has applied for a patent on the system.
"The possibilities are endless."
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Research worth its salt The untold story
UMR graduate 
student Brandon 
Distler has a cool 
idea about chilling 
the core of nuclear 
reactors.
The water in a 
conventional nuclear
photo by Bob Phelan/Photomasters
reactor cools the core, 
but Distler says salt 
would be a better 
alternative.
Distler, a graduate 
student in nuclear 
engineering from 
Osage Beach, Mo., 
received a fellowship 
through the U.S. 
Department of Energy’s
Above: Brandon Distler is pursuing research on using salts as 
coolant in nuclear reactors. The basic fuel element (shown on screen) 
consists of 91 pins arranged with the lighter colored pin being fuel 
material and the blue pins being graphite. The pins are surrounded 
by salt which is composed of lithium and beryllium fluorides, shown 
in green. The hexagonal outer block is graphite. The final size of 
the fuel element is the focus of continuing research.
Advanced Fuel Cycle
Initiative. The award has allowed him to pursue his research related to using 
salts as coolant in nuclear reactors.
All commercial reactors in the United States currently employ water as 
the coolant, but Distler says salts are being considered at Oak Ridge National 
Laboratory in Tennessee. Distler had an internship at Oak Ridge last summer.
Using salts as the coolant, according to Distler, would allow reactors to 
operate at close to 1,000 degrees Celsius. Water-based reactors typically operate 
at about 330 degrees Celsius.
“Water wouldn’t work at the extreme temperatures we propose, but the 
salt would melt into a clear liquid that would provide stability,” Distler says.
At UMR, Distler is developing a modification to the Oak Ridge model.
He hopes to improve the proposed design for a salt-based reactor and make 
it even more efficient.
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It Isn't too late to get started for Summer or Fall Semester 2007
What happens when a 26-year-old 
major, fresh out of Georgetown, is 
asked to lead a few hundred American 
soldiers against a massive onslaught 
of enemy forces?
Its one of many stories told in Alamo in 
the Ardennes: The Untold Story of the American 
Soldiers Who Made the Defense of Bastogne 
Possible, a new book by UMR historian John 
McManus. The book 
gives an account of 
Dec. 16-20, 1944, and 
provides a fresh 
insight into the 
legendary defense of 
Bastogne during the 
Battle of the Bulge.
The familiar story 
of the 101st Airborne 
Division’s defense of 
the vital road junction 
during World War II 
fails to acknowledge 
the role that small groups of outnumbered 
American soldiers, in units like the 28th 
Infantry Division and 9th Armored Division, 
played in slowing the German advance. Its a 
story that McManus himself learned when he 
worked as a tour guide and historian leading 
groups to various beaches in Normandy for the 
60-year commemoration ceremony, then 
throughout Europe touring other battle sites.
“The Americans put up such a tight. What 
was going on in these little towns was so 
chaotic. The whole thing literally could have 
gone either way,” says McManus, assistant 
professor of history at UMR. The Americans 
suffered nearly 50 percent casualties. In the end, 
the Americans hung onto Bastogne, which 
helped thwart the powerful German offensive.
McManus combined numerous after- 
action reports, letters, interviews, memoirs, and 
diaries together to flesh out the 336-page book, 
which was published by Wiley










The MSM -UM R 
Alum ni Association
represents and serves 
nearly 50,000 graduates 
and former students. 
Today's association carries 
on the proud tradition 
of support to UMR 
by providing aid to campus 
faculty, staff and students.
At the top of their game:
UMR fraternities, sororities among nation's best
UM Rs fraternity and sorority students 
are nationally recognized for management, 
leadership, educational development and 
membership recruitment.
The women of Panhellenic Council 
were honored at the Mid-American Greek 
Council Association (M G CA ) annual 
conference held in Chicago in February 2006. 
UM R received three awards -  the highest 
total awards for any school from Missouri.
More students go Greek
More UMR students are choosing to go 
Greek, bucking a national trend of declining 
interest.
"At UMR, interest in fraternities and 
sororities has risen dramatically in recent 
years," says M att Goodwin, assistant director 
of student life for fraternity and sorority life 
at UMR.
"The percentage of students involved in 
fraternal organizations on campus rose by 
3.7 percent from 2004-2005, resulting in 
their highest numbers since 1997," Goodwin 
says. The retention of these students is 
also important to the university and the 
organization. Goodwin added that 96 percent 
of freshman men and women who joined one 
of UM Rs 25 fraternities and sororities this fall 
remained active in their organization into the 
spring 2007 semester.
Several UMR fraternity chapters received 
top honors from their national organizations 
in 2006. Phi Kappa Theta was recognized 
by its national fraternity as the best chapter 
12 times, most recently in 2006. UMR's Kappa 
Alpha and Pi Kappa Alpha chapters were both 
awarded their fraternity's highest award in 
2006 -  for the third year in a row. Delta Tau 
Delta was also awarded its "Court of Honor" 
for the fifth consecutive time in 2006.
While most college campuses have seen 
dozens of organizations leave their campuses, 
only three fraternities have left the UMR 
campus in 105 years. Theta Chi was at UMR 
briefly in the 1970s and Acacia Fraternity 
departed in 2003 after 40 years on campus.
The third fraternity, Delta Sigma Phi, was 
welcomed back to campus in early 2006,
50 years after its founding at UMR. This was 
UMR's first fraternity expansion in 20 years.
As Greek life at UM R enters its 105th year, 
five UM R fraternities will celebrate significant 
anniversaries: Lambda Chi Alpha will celebrate 
90 years; Triangle Fraternity will celebrate 
80 years; Sigma Phi Epsilon and Tau Kappa 
Epsilon will each commemorate 60 years; 
and Beta Sigma Psi will celebrate 55 years 
on campus.
Travel with the Miners
Question: Where in the world are the traveling
Answ er: Paris & London, Spain, Prague & Bavaria, Ireland,
Question: Where are you going to join them?
Answ er: go to www.umr.edu/alumni/association/goods-and-services/al
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Graduates enjoy 
pizza party
About 80 graduating seniors attended 
the Grad Finale Dec. 13 in the Alumni 
Lounge of Castleman Hall. They enjoyed 
free pizza, sandwiches, soda, beverages 
and door prizes.
All door prizes were donated by 
alumni and Susan Watson '83 generously 
donated an iPod for the grand prize.
During the party, graduates were 
welcomed into the alumni association 
family and given an MSM-UMR 
Alumni Association Membership Kit 
with information about alumni benefits.
All seniors who attended Commencement 
on Dec. 16 received a diploma case 




The MSM-UMR Alumni Association 
presented seven lucky students with 
$250 gift certificates to the UMR Bookstore 
last summer. To win, students attended an 
alumni association summer send-off 
picnic, held by alumni sections around 
the country.
The winners were:
• Casey Cain, sophomore in computer 
engineering -  Heartland Section
•Joel Schrenk, senior in architectural 
engineering -  Lincolnland Section
• Beth Chenault, Chicago Section
• Matt Kauffman, junior in environmental 
engineering -  Houston Section
•Jared Cook, freshman in mechanical 
engineering -  Kansas City Section
• John Oster, freshman in aerospace 
engineering -  Oklahoma Section
• Charles Hughes, junior in mechanical 
engineering -  St. Louis Section
Jackling Jocks 9th 
Annual Reunion
The Jackling Jocks held their 9th annual 
reunion in Rolla during Homecoming 2006, 
and had a great time with 68 people 
attending one or more of their events.
Golf plans were cancelled because it was 
too cold, but weekend events included a 
barbecue at Don and Nancy Brackhahn s 
house, wine-tasting at St. James Winery and 
lunch at Sybill's restaurant, a trip to Maramec 
Springs, a private room during the Silver 
and Gold Spotlight and the Rodeo Drive 
Luncheon, complete with photos taken both 
with and without the ladies. After lunch the 
Jackling Jocks watched the Miners beat 
Southern Nazarene 17-14. Several members 
toured the Hall of Fame Room after the game, 
noting that a number of Jackling Jocks have 
been inducted into the Hall of Fame.
Saturday night was the annual banquet 
and business meeting at Zeno's. Members 
enjoyed excellent fellowship during the social 
hour prior to the buffet dinner. The Jackling 




Homecoming 2007 will be held 
Oct. 19 and 20 at the Havener Center, 
U.S. Highway 63 and University 
Drive. Make plans to attend now! 
More details will be published in the 
Summer issue of the UMR Magazine.
For hotel information and 
other accommodations in the area, 




Do you have an extra 
business suit that is in style 
and in good condition?
If so, have it dry cleaned, and bring it 
to the Career Opportunities Center's 
suit closet. The suit closet provides 
UMR students with professional attire 
for upcoming careers fairs and 
preparation for interviews.
For additional information or 
to donate a suit, contact 
Amy Lewis at lewisaj@umr.edu.
LOOKING FOR 
A NEW JOB?
If you're considering relocating 
or just want to see what jobs 
are out there, sign up for the 
Career Opportunities Center's 
resume referral service.
For a small fee. your resume 
will automatically be sent to 
companies seeking experienced 
UMR grads in your field!
And yes. they will hold your resume from 
going to any company you request.
For additional information, contact 
Amy Lewis at lewisaj@umr.edu.










Do you know where 
your college friends 
are today?
You can find out where your college 
friends live today by registering for the 
MSM-UMR Alumni Association's Online 
Community. Search by name or zip code 
to find alumni near you. More than 
5,000 alumni have registered for the 
community.
To register, go to www.umr.edu/ 
alumni/association/alumni-online- 
community/index.html. When it asks for 
your security information, use the six-digit 
number above your name on the label 
of this magazine. (Or you can email 
alumni@umr.edu and ask for your 
security number.)
Once you've registered, you'll create 
your own login name and password, 
giving you access to everything from the 
Online Directory to a permanent email 
forwarding address.
Class of 1982 
25th anniversary 
celebration in Rolla
Members of the Class of 1982 and their 
guests celebrated their 25th anniversary 
in Rolla with a family-oriented day filled 
with activities during St. Pat's on Saturday, 
March 17. The day began with the pre-parade 
party in the Alumni Lounge and the 
St. Patrick's Day parade. Immediately following 
the parade, alumni and guests returned for 
free hot dogs and soda, while the band 
Generation Gap 65583 played favorite tunes 
from the 1960s, '70s and '80s. The evening 
ended with a casual banquet with keynote 
speaker Wayne Huebner, a fellow class of 
1982 member and the chair of UMR's 
materials science and engineering department, 
showcasing the research breakthroughs 
at UMR.
Class of 1957 to 
celebrate 50-year 
reunion in May
The Class of 1957 will celebrate its 
Golden Alumni Reunion May 21-23 at UMR 
and the Comfort Suites in Rolla. In addition 
to meeting each other, alumni will tour their 
departments and learn more about the 
campus and future building and landscaping 
plans. The MSM-UMR Alumni Association 
hosts the alumni and presents programs 
on the association's history, world events 
50 years ago and MSM in 1957. The three- 
day event ends with a grand recognition 
ceremony, where class members receive their 
50-year pins and certificates on the final day 
of the reunion. If you are a member of the 
Class of 1957, or would prefer to celebrate 
your Golden Alumni Reunion with this 
class, please contact Marianne Ward at 
mward@umr.edu or call 573-341-4145 
for more information.
Get the card




Announcing the new MSM-UMR 
Alumni Association Card.
With this card, you'll enjoy all the advantages 
of Platinum Card Membership, including:
• No annual fee
• Low introductory rate
• 24-hour card member service
• Travel insurance & travel assistance
• Discounts on rental cars & more!
Most important, it's the only card that 
automatically benefits the MSM-UMR 
Alumni Association in its efforts to assist 
the campus and serve alumni.
Apply today!
Call 800-853-5576, ext. 8374 
or visit www.umr.edu and 
click on alumni link at left.
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Scholarship Banquet 
joins donors with their 
scholarship recipients
Alumni Association donors and their 
scholarship recipients will meet during the 
association's Scholarship Banquet on Friday, 
April 20. More than 250 students who receive 
scholarships through the alumni association 
will be honored at the banquet. Donors who 
provide named scholarships through the 
association will sit with the students who 
benefit directly from their generosity. Alumni 
association directors will also greet and 
congratulate these students.
Missouri residents 
drum up support for 
UMR in Jefferson City
UM R alumni and friends participated 
in the 33rd annual Legislative Day on 
Wednesday, March 14, in Jefferson City. 
Alumni and friends from all four University 
of Missouri campuses visited with legislators 
about the importance of their support of 
higher education in the state.
To learn more about this effort 
on the part of UMR's Public Resource 
Ambassadors, go to the volunteer-run 
site www.joe-miner.com.
If you are interested in participating in 
the future or serving as a Public Resource 
Ambassador, please contact Lindsay Bagnall 
at 573-341-4145.




Get the new Joe Miner license plate 
for a gift of $ 2 5  per year in addition 
to all other taxes, licenses and fees *
For Missouri Residents Only
Help recruit students in your area
Volunteer to become an A lumni Adm issions
Ambassador and help UMR recruit students.
As an ambassador, you may: 
• visit high schools
To help update you on the latest 
information on campus,
• attend college fairs UMR’s Admissions Office
• attend prospective will provide you with
student receptions in your area fact sheets and a DVD.
• call admitted students to If you would like to become an
congratulate them and answer questions admissions ambassador, contact:
Our alumni share information about their careers 
and how UMR helped launch their careers.
Both students and parents appreciate being able
Cathy Tipton
crowell@umr.edu
to talk with our alumni at these receptions. 573-341-4166








UMR Parents' and Guardians' Association 
supports our students and campus
The UMR Parents' and Guardians' Association (previously the UMR Parents' Association) was 
formed in the 1970s to allow parents to share more fully in their student's college experience. 











Fred Worth, MS AMth'87, PhD 
Math'91, lives with his wife, Beth, in 
Arkadelphia, Ark., where he teaches 
mathematics at Henderson State 
University and serves as associate pastor 
of the First Church of the Nazarene. 
Their son Mark is a junior in aerospace 
engineering at UMR. Worth says he's 
eager to see the association do all it can 
to help UMR students, as well as their 
parents and guardians, make the most 
out of their time on campus.
We need your help!
The UMR Parents' and Guardians' 
Association is accepting nominations 
for the position of vice president and 
secretary. If you are interested or know 
of another parent or guardian who 
would be great in either of these roles, 
please contact any of the officers or 
Elaine Russell, parent liaison, at 
573-341-4897 or elainelr@umr.edu.
Communication
You are encouraged to use the 
association as a vehicle for communicating 
with university administration. For example, 
parents worked together through the 
association to build the tunnel that 
connects Thomas Jefferson Residence Hall 
with the campus. Through this cooperative 
effort with the university, TJ residents no 
longer have to cross U.S. Highway 63.
Helping a student in need
The association also sponsors programs 
to benefit your students while they're at 
UMR. One of the most important projects 
in the past has been the Educational 
Assurance Program, which provided a 
grant of emergency funds up to $1,000 to a 
student whose father or mother died while 
they were enrolled at UMR. The association 
has provided more than $50,000 in these 
grants since 1986, and we hope to raise 
enough funds to revive the program in 
2007-08.
Fundraising projects
The association has a tradition 
of fundraising support for UMR. The 
association is in its seventh year of a 
$50,000 pledge to fund a study lounge in 
the Havener Center on campus. Former 
projects include a $25,000 gift to fund
the "Green Room" in Castleman Hall 
and a $100,000 fundraising project to 
help renovate the recreation center.
Admissions Ambassadors
Jo  help with student recruitment, 
many parents become Admissions 
Ambassadors who serve as contacts 
for admitted students and their parents. 
Ambassadors also attend receptions 
where prospective students find out 
more about UMR by meeting campus 
representatives, alumni and current parents.
Lobbying on behalf of 
UMR's students
Parents who are Missouri residents 
may participate in Legislative Recognition 
Day, when UMR supporters go to Jefferson 
City to urge legislators to support higher 
education. Held in February or March, this 
is a great opportunity to get to know your 
legislators better and inform them of 
UMR's needs.
Magazines for the 
health center
The association provides 13 magazine 
subscriptions to the Student Health Center 







Show how proud you are of your UMR student 
by wearing an association polo or T-shirt.
Cost: $30
Please make checks payable to: 
UMR Parents' and Guardians' Association
Contact Elaine Russell at elainelr@umr.edu for more information.
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Parents of the Year
Scott and Christine 
Huchingson, parents 
of UMR students, 
Megan and Lauren 
Huchingson, were 
named UMR's 2006 
Parents of the Year 
during UMR Family 
Weekend in 
September.
For just $15 you can have a 
personalized birthday cake or 
fresh flowers delivered to your 
student on his/her birthday.










"We would like to nominate our parents, Scott and Chris Huchingson, for Parents of 
the Year. My sister and I are privileged to have the opportunity to attend the University of 
Missouri-Rolla together and could not be more thankful to our parents for everything 
they have done for us. As far back as we can remember our mom and dad have seen us 
through every step of our lives. They have provided us with an amazing private school 
education. When it came time for me to pick which schools to apply for college my 
father suggested that I visit UMR. Out of thanks to 'my old man' I came down for a visit 
and instantly fell in love with UMR's campus and environment. My sister, Megan, soon 
followed behind me. We both cannot even begin to recount all of the times that our 
parents have gone above and beyond for us. The stories are numerous and cover every 
facet of our lives: From my mom driving from St. Louis just to spend the afternoon with 
me, to my dad building us both state-of-the-art lofts for our residence hall rooms. Their 
advice never stops and is always helpful, even if we do not want to hear it. We will always 
be grateful and indebted to them."
-  Lauren Huchingson
l/MR S tu d e n t a n d  S tu d e n t C o u n c il P resid e n t
Parent(s) of the Year award recipients are selected from nominations submitted by UMR students 
to the UMR Student Council and is sponsored by the UMR Parents' and Guardians' Association.
Outstanding Graduate Teaching Assistant
Robbie Beane was named UMR's Outstanding Graduate Teaching Assistant 
of the Year during Family Weekend in September. Beane, who teaches mathematics 
and statistics, is an alumnus of UMR and originally from West Plains, Mo.
The award, which consists of a small stipend and a certificate of appreciation, 
is determined based on student evaluations. It is sponsored by the UMR Parents' 
and Guardians' Association.
Option 1: Birthday Cake (Only fill out if ordering a cake) 
Cake flavor:
□ White □  Chocolate □  Marble
Icing  Type:
□ Whipped Cream □  Butter Cream 
Cake D esign:
□ Standard Floral (included in $15.00 cost)
□  Special Cake Design (add $2.50 to order)*
O  BASS Bobble Fish* O  
O  Bikini Purse* O
O  Deer Head Magnet* O  
O  Harry Potter* O
O  Jazzy Happy Birthday*O  
O  Motorcyle Chopper* O
Nascar® Dale Earnhardt* 






Option 2: Flowers (Only fill out if ordering flowers)
□ 3 roses in a vase
□ Mixed plant in basket
□ Decorated carnation with smiley face
Message on card:____________________
Please f ill out & m ail along w ith a ch eck to: 
UMR Parent-Alumni Relations Committee 
c/o Student Council 
220 Havener Center 
Rolla, MO 65409-0770
*Add additional $2.50 fo r sp e cia l cake design s
All proceeds go to benefit the UMR Student 
Council. If you have questions, call the 
Student Council Office at 573-341-4280 or 
email stuco@umr.edu. Forms also may be 
completed on the web at stuco.umr.edu.










Submit your Section News 
by April 10 to alumni@umr.edu 
for inclusion in the Summer 
2007 issue.
Fans exhibit their Miner pride.
ark-la-tex
Aug. 12 -  Members of the Ark-La-Tex 
Section gathered at Fair Grounds Field 
Stadium in Shreveport, La., to cheer on the 
Shreveport Sports as they battled the Coastal 
Bend Aviators. Alumni and guests enjoyed a 
buffet-style dinner before watching the Sports 
easily defeat the Aviators 8-1.
Those attending included Dustin '06 and  
Stephanie Althoff; Lincoln \01 and  Connie ’02 
Bauers with Madison; Erin ’02 and  Kelly Boren; 
Helen Bruening Nathaniel '03 and  Melissa 
Huckabay with Owen and Ethan; Louise 
Patton; Dan Richards; and  M ike ’77 and  
Debbie Weiss with Tamrynn and Joshua Fett.
O ctober 21 -  The 12th annual Cajun 
turkey fry was held at the home of Jerry and 
Tammy Poland in Longview, Texas. Alumni 
and guests enjoyed a turkey coated with 
Cajun spices and deep fried in peanut oil. 
Following the delicious dinner, the group 
discussed future section activities during a 
brief business meeting.
Those attending included Dustin ’06 and  
Stephanie Althoff; Lincoln ’01 and  Connie ’02 
Bauers with Madison; Erin Boren ’02; Nathaniel 
’03 and  Melissa H uckabay with Nolan; Eddie 
’00 a nd  Denise Moss with Levi and  Jacob; and  
Jerry ’82 and Tam m y Poland.
central ozarks
Nov. 3 -  Alumni from Central Ozarks, 
Mid-Missouri, St. Louis and Kansas City 
sections came together to support the 
Miners in their exhibition game against 
the University of Missouri-Columbia Tigers. 
UMR kept the Tigers in reach for much 
of the game, but lost 105-67.
Those attending included Angela Agee; 
Lindsay Bagnall ’76; Chris Balven; Steve Becher 
’96; Tara Biggers; Brett Bradshaw; M ike 
Bruemmer ’72; Brooke Burroughs; Lucas Carr; 
Ryan Carson; A dam  Daniel; Laura DeSplinter 
’87; A m anda Dewrock; Carol Goff with Adam ; 
John Eash ’79; Curt ’86 and  Cecilia Gutierrez 
’86 Elmore; Brianna Force; Jarrod Grant ’98; 
Reggie Grelle ’80; A nna  Growcock; Ernie 
Gutierrez ’77; Leslie Hagen; Laura Hall;
Jess Hartter; Nikki Huffman; Lisa Kean
with Allison and Tyler; Danielle Lyman;
Ron Lytle; M att Mashek; Chris McGauley; 
Christina McMenany; Casey Milward ’96; 
Phillip Mulligan; John Myers with Tyler; 
Andrew Nowak; Sarah Null; Don Olds; Nick 
Olson; A dam  Peetz; Patti Peterson with Jordan; 
Darlene Ram say ’84 with Lauren Ram say  
and M att Ruder; M ichael Schuette ’06;
Tom Scroggin; David Sheahen ’74, ’76; Katie 
Shelor; Larry Shingleur; Zoe Short; Steve and  
Carol Smith; Rachel Somodi; Don Sparlin;
Brad Starbuck; Lynn Stichnote; Katie Tucker; 
Eric Turner; Courtney Wallace; Megan Weston; 
Michael Wicklund; Darrell Williams; Spencer 
Woestman; and Joshua Young
Nov. 9 -  The Central Ozarks Section 
hosted an evening of wine tasting at Zenos 
Steakhouse in Rolla. Alumni and guests, 
plus UMR faculty and staff, tasted a variety 
of red and white wines not typically found 
in the Midwest. There were 23 people in 
attendance, including the event’s coordinator 
and president of the Central Ozarks Section, 
Ryan Buschjost.
Those attending included John ’42 and  
Chili Allen; Lindsay Bagnall ’76; Ryan ’94 and  
Carolyn Buschjost; Tom ’94 and April ’96 Evers; 
Jay Goff; Adele Heller; George Karr ’92; Julie 
Lambert; Phyllis Lewis ’01; Pam M anley ’90 
with Glenn Bucknor and  Sang Leininge; Jim  
Murphy; Don Myers ’61, ’64; Steve Peterson ’02 
with Kate Caudill; Chris ’83 and  Darlene ’84 
Ramsay; Elaine Russell; Andrew Swedberg ’05; 
and M arianne Ward.
D ec. 5 -  Alumni throughout Missouri 
attended the UMR Bookstore faculty, staff 
and alumni appreciation event in the 
Havener Center on the UMR campus.
All in attendance were treated to special 
discounts on merchandise and the chance
Santa visits with Bill Schluemer '58 at the 
UMR Bookstore.
32 UMR MAGAZINE | SPRING 2007
to win fabulous door prizes from the 
UMR Bookstore and the MSM-UMR 
Alumni Association. Alumni also enjoyed 
complimentary hors d’oeuvres, soda 
and wine.
Those attending included Lindsay Bagnall 
76; Anthony Bartle; Michael Baxter '97, '04;
Cari Bryant '00; R.M. Doerr 72; Lister Florence 
’95; Rebecca Frisbee '90; Stan Frisbee '90;
Greg Harris with Brad; Jeannie Headrick;
Robin Holtkamp; Rochelle Lehmann '03;
Phyllis Lewis '01; Lih Wen Lim '05; M indy  
and Derek Limback with Tyler and Allison; 
Brenda Pelfrey; Elaine Russell; Richard 
Saladino; Bill Schluemer '58; Jeff Schramm '92; 
Sarah Seguin '99, '05; M ary Helen '95 and  
Bill Stoltz with Emma; Allen '91 and Barbara 
’94, ’06 Wilkins with Greg; Clarissa Wisner '81; 
and Roger Younger '90.
Dec. 7 -  Alumni weighed in on UMR’s 
proposed name change at an open forum 
held in the UMR Havener Center. Those in 
attendance met with Chancellor John F. 
Carney III; Connie Eggert, vice chancellor of 
university advancement; and Jay Goff, dean 
of enrollment management, to share their 
opinions and discuss the case for a name 
change while enjoying complimentary 
hors d’oeuvres and drinks.
Those attending included John Allen '42; 
Lindsay Bagnall 76; Nick Barrack 75; Linda 
Bramel '89; Ryan Buschjost '94; John F. Carney 
III; John Carter '77; Petra DeWitt '96; Connie 
Eggert; Jay Goff; Neal Grannemann '61; Steve 
Grant 79; Dick Hagni '62; Don Myers '61, '64; 
Gary '60 and Barbara '61, '65, '85 Patterson; 
Elaine Russell; Kevin Schwalje '96; Bill Stoltz '68; 
and Carlton Washburn '02.
Chicago
Sept. 23 -  Members of the Chicago 
Section met at Meson Sabika in Naperville,
111., to engage in a bit of career networking. 
Members discussed what they do in their jobs 
currently and what they were looking for in 
their next job.
Those attending included Lance Driskill 
’94; M ike '77 and Sandy 77 Marx; Tommy Mills 
02; and  John Remmers '84.
Oct. 27 -  The Chicago Section gathered 
at the Haunted Red Lion Pub in Lincoln Park 
for some drinks to warm up for Halloween. 
The bar is said to be haunted by several 
ghosts, including a young woman who signals 
her presence with a strong scent of lavender, 
and a bearded man in cowboy clothes often 
seen walking along the main bar. Although 
none of the UMR alumni experienced 
paranormal sightings, it was still a great way 
to kick off the Halloween weekend. Thanks 
to Stephan Magenta for organizing this event.
Those attending included Danielle 
Kleinhans '99; Stephan Magenta ’99 with 
Laura Dudlicek; Michael ’00 and Elizabeth ’02 
Matthews; Tommy Mills ’02; Parris Ng ’00; 
Kathy Reynolds '97; Igor Vasquez ’02; and  
Chad White ’01.
houston
Houston Section alumni cheer the Astros 
on to victory.
Sept. 23 -  Members of the Houston 
Section came out to Minute Maid Park 
in Houston to watch the Astros play the 
St. Louis Cardinals. Alumni and guests 
watched from their seats in right center field 
as Luke Scott hit a three-run homer in the 
ninth inning that propelled the Astros to a 
7-4 victory over the Cardinals.
Those attending included Bill '64 and  
Susan Burchill John ’74 and Sharon Campbell; 
Scott 76 and Mary Ann Charpentier; Randy 
72, 73, '80 and Cecilia 73 Freeman; Charles 
Frey '57 with Paul and Kelly; David Gresko ’81 
with Matt; Martha Hilton '91 with Rebecca 
Sanders, Susan Show and Monique Chouton; 
Kaylynn Johnston '87 with James Pitts; Bill 
Knussmann '65; Claire Lehman; Ed M ay '83,
’95; Mark 77 and Donna Moran; Bruce ’83 and  
Barbara Murray with Scott and Sarah; Zeb 72 
and Harriet Nash with Robert, Theodore, and  
Barbara; Roland Perales with Grace; Russ 
Pfeifle 74 and  Nicole Talbot 77; Tom 74 and  
Marianne Roth; Jeff ’80 and  Pat ’80 Sheets; 
Curtis Smith ’96 with Joshua; Connee Stine '92 
with Isabella; Darrin ’88 and  Anna Talley with 
Denver and Sarah; and Carla Yager 79 with 
Tony Le Cara.
Houston alumni get to know one another at 
Rudy Lechner's.
Oct. 21 -  The Houston Section 
gathered again this year at Rudy Lechner’s 
for Oktoberfest. Everyone had a great time 
drinking German beer and getting to know 
each other. Lechner himself made a special 
appearance and a roving oompa band 
stopped by to play some polkas.
Those attending included Rex Alford '40; 
Will 72 and Julie Bertrand; John 74 and  
Sharon Campbell Lori '88 and  Tony Crocker; 
John Furby '65 and Ellen Czachor; Adil 
Godiwalla '66; Phil 70 and A m i Ilavia; Dave 
71 and Charlene Jones; Dan 71 and Wanda 
Lynch; Ranney McDonough '66; Curt Smith ’96; 
Connee Stine '92; Herman ’60 and Carol Vacca; 
and Betty Yiantree.
Dec. 9 -  Phil ’70 and Arni Ilavia hosted 
a beautiful holiday party at their home for 
members of the Houston Section. Arni laid 
out a wonderful buffet for everyone to enjoy. 
Herman Vacca ’60 entertained the crowd by 
playing the piano while alumni and guests 
joined the fun with some off-key singing.
Ted Vora ’77 donated five gift certificates to 
Lemongrass, which is quickly becoming a 
Houston alumni favorite. The Ilavias 
graciously donated the proceeds from the
(continued on the next page)
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were served as alumni, students and guests 
reminisced, networked and renewed old 
acquaintances.
Those attending included Kalld 
Abdalkadeer; Alawi Al-Nassir; Roberta 
Allbritton ’82; M ark Chapman; Adam  Cole;
Jim ’65, <02 and Gale Crafton; Jerry Baues ’85; 
Mark Dieckmann ’82; Matthew Dieckmann; 
David DuBois ’81; Shari Dunn-Norman; Ryan 
Eisenbath; Robert Ford; Tihana Fuss ’02; Dan 
Gualtieri ’90; Rick Hendrix; LeAnn Herren ’90; 
Jim Honefenger ’72; Sam Hutchins ’90;
Stephen Ingram ’02; Ed ’67 and Gail ’67 
Kettenbrink; Curt Killinger ’73; Ed M ay ’83, ’95; 
Jeff Miller ’79; Zsolt Nagy ’03; Robert Newton; 
Daopu Numbere; Gbemi Ogunyomi ’06;
Ernie Onyia ’78; Terry Palisch ’86; Greg Sanders 
’86; Dave Seeburger ’03; Koras Shah; Phil 
Simpkins ’89; Curt Smith ’96; Tim Stephens ’97; 
J.J. Stratton; Piotr Szmigiel ’05; Archie Taylor ’77; 
Cherie Telker; Herman Vacca ’60; Marianne 
Ward; and Scott Wehner ’80.
Southern California alumni watch as the 
Cardinals handily defeat the Dodgers.
July 23 -  Southern California Section 
members and guests turned out at Dodger 
Stadium in Los Angeles to cheer on the 
Cardinals as they won the final game in the 
series 6-1, sweeping the season series with 
the Dodgers. Cardinals’ pitcher Jason Marquis 
got the win with the support of a four-run 
rally in the fifth inning. A big thanks goes 
out to Mandy Posgai, the outgoing president 
of the Southern California Section, for 
coordinating this event.
Those attending included Chris Behrens 
’02; Jamie Bertchume ’00; Craig Brauks ’79; 
Eileen Chambers ’01; John ’52 and Jackie Evans;
Val Galaske ’89; Rich Harwin ’80; Melinda 
Lombardi; Ryan Mallery ’03; Steaven Meyer ’00; 
M andy Posgai ’99; and Steve Svoboda '66.
st. louis
Dec. 12 -  Alumni gathered at the 
Engineers’ Club in St. Louis to meet with 
Jim Snider, vice president of governmental 
relations for the University of Missouri 
System, and to hear an update on the 
legislative activities in the Missouri General 
Assembly. All alumni were encouraged to 
contact their local legislators to promote 
awareness and engender support for UMR.
Those attending included Lindsay 
Bagnall ’76; M att Coco ’66; Randy Dreiling ’81; 
Neil ’56 and Barbara Fiala; Mike Moore '84; 
Milton Murry '64, '80; Sue Rothschild '74; 
and Jim Snider.
west texas
Dec. 11 -  The West Texas Section held 
its annual Christmas party at the home of 
Mike ’78 and Cathie Party in Midland, Texas. 
Alumni and guests in attendance enjoyed a 
great evening of reminiscing, playing pool, 
and enjoying holiday treats and beverages.
Those attending included Gerry ’58 and  
Peggy Armstrong W.A ’70 and Nancy Baker; 
Gary Gerhard ’68; Robert Lee ’79; Alan ’80 and  
Renee Means; Sal Pagano ’73; Mike ’78 and  
Cathie Party; Andy ’83 and Odella Rickard; 
Jack ’72 and Liz Rose; Dennis ’75 and Kathy 
Wehmeyer; and Scott ’80 and Traci Wehner.
prospective student receptions
alaska
Oct. 29 -  Those attending  
included Von Cawvey '78 and  
Theresa Williams 98.
Sept. 27 -  Those attending  
included Catherine Anderson ’83; 
M ark A tkins ’85; Lindsay Bagnall ’76; 
Murrell Blackburn ’89; M ike DiNapoli 
'76; Wayne Huebner ’82, '87; Darin 
Kahn 02; Dave Karr '65; Chris Long 
'92; Lynn ’74 and  Licha Nicholson; 
Kurt Nielsen ’77; Bob Norris '89; John 
Phipps ’72; Debbie Schatz; Dennis 
Struemph; and  M ike Watkins '76.
md/va/dc
Oct. 15 -  Those a ttending  
included Al D onaldson ’79; L indsay  
Epstein '06; Brad Fulton '88; a n d  
Joseph Schum er ’92.
Nov. 29 -  Those attending  
included M ike Becvar '94;
Ben Haskins ’81; Kent Lynn '85; 
a n d  Joseph Schum er ’92.
Oct. 30 -  Those a ttending  
included Scott George '72; Wayne 
H uebner 82, ’87; Tom Petry ’67; 
E m m ett R edd ’77, ’79, ’86; Shannon  
Shank ’97; M arc Thornsberry ’83; 
W indsor Warren '48; a nd  Elaine 
Russell.









Herman Pfeifer, MetE’36, 
(above left) celebrated his 70th 
anniversary of graduation from 
MSM during Homecoming 2006.
The Union Carbide retiree was in a 
league of his own! Pfeifer and his 
wife, Helen, are longtime supporters 
of the campus and are members of 
the Order of the Golden Shillelagh’s 
Claghn of the Shamrock. Pfeifer also 
attended Homecoming a decade ago 
for his 60th reunion. A Hall of Fame 
athlete, Pfeifer has served as a class 
coordinator and been involved in the 
Jackling Jocks. Congratulations on 
70 years!
1936
Carlton W. Barrow, CE: "Proud to 
be a Rolla grad at 92!"
1938
Belding Henry McCurdy, EE,
turned 90 on March 1, 2006, and 
is doing fine.
1940
John D. McClendon, ChE:
"My short-term memory is 
deteriorating, but my long-term 
memory is very strong. I still have 
fond memories of my life in a 
dilapidated trailer on the ROTC 
practice grounds west of the 
campus. The St. Louis Globe - 
Democrat published a thorough 
account in 1940."
1942
Margaret Zoller, widow of 
Jacques W. Zoller, MinE: "My 
grandson, Nicholas Zoller, is a 
freshman at Colorado School of 
Mines with a football scholarship. 
Since five Zollers had received 
degrees from Rolla, I was 
disappointed, but understood."
1943
H. William Flood, ChE, was 
granted emeritus status with the 
National Council of Examiners for 
Engineers and Surveyors (NCEES) 
in 2005. He also received the 
organization's 2006 Northeast 
Zone Distinguished Service Award.
1947
J. Walter Liddell, CE: "In August 
2006,1 had a one-man wildlife 
photography exhibition at the 
Powder Valley Nature Center 
(Missouri Department of 
Conservation) in St. Louis."
William P. McKinnell Jr., MetE, 
divides his time between Denver, 
Colo., and Tucson, Ariz.
Kenneth W. Vaughan, CE: "Was 
from class of '43, ran out of money 
in '42, enlisted as a private, moved 
up through ranks to captain with 
two Bronze Stars, two Purple 
Hearts, and graduated in '47."
1948
Edward E. Mueller, CerE:
"Sally and I celebrated our 60th 
anniversary by taking our family 
to Jamaica for a week to attend 
two family weddings."
1949
David F. Brasel, ChE: "Still 
enjoying retirement, although 
traveling is restricted by my 
health limitations."
Henry J. Hellrich, EE, reports his 
family is doing great, thanks to the 
University of Missouri System. His 
family includes sons Mark, CE'74, 
PetE'74; Linus, CE'72; and James, 
CSci'73; grandson Michael,
CSci'02; and granddaughter 
Rebecca, a University of 
Missouri-Columbia graduate.
Gordon E. Raymer, CE, retired 
from the U.S. Navy in 1970 and 
from Lockheed Martin Corp. 
in 1984. His many interesting 
positions included patrol pilot, 
test pilot, aeronautical engineer 
and math teacher. Raymer enjoys 
golf, being a grandfather and his 
involvement in his church.
1950
Eugene A. Bartels, CE: "My
wife and I observed our 55th 
anniversary on Aug. 12, 2006.
In pretty good health for 81."
Donald A. Branson, ChE:
"I became 'fully' retired in 
December 2005 and moved to 
Hot Springs Village, Ark., in 2006."
Delmar Wallace Breuer, MS CE:
"Still alive and active. I completed 
a 450-page family history last 
spring."
Arthur G. Gore, CE: "We now
have our first grandchild. Joshua 
was born three days before my 
78th birthday. He turned one in 
November."
Harold E. Tibbs, GGph, is 
enjoying his 16th year in 
retirement and his 48th year in 
Las Vegas with his wife, Florence. 
He's in good health and enjoys 
his 17 grandchildren who all reside 
in the western United States.
Robert E. Starke, ME: "After 
55 years with a great company, 
Aurora Pump, I finally decided 
to retire in April 2006. So far, as 
everyone always says, retirement 
is great."
1951
Theodore J. Oldenburg GGph:
"I retired from the U.S. Geological 
Survey in January 1978. My wife 
and I have enjoyed these many 
leisurely years playing golf, 
gardening and traveling."
Charles T. Schweizer, CE, retired 
from the Missouri Department of 
Transportation after 22 years as a 
resident engineer.
1952
Guy C. Ellison, GGph: "Still at it -  
looking for oil, but without a mule 
or a pick!"
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Above, left to right: John E. Evans, 
PetE (with wife, Jackie) and 
Joe Geers, PetE (with wife, Shirley) 
at Peggy's Cove, Nova Scotia.
In 1951, Geers was St. Pat and 
Evans was a guard. Both are 
Kappa Sigma alumni.
John Elwood Priest, CE, recently 
returned from a United States 
Agency for International 
Development (USAID) assignment 
in Afghanistan. He put together 
an Afghan engineering team 
and opened field offices that 
completed the planning, 
design and construction of roads, 
bridges, buildings, wells and 
irrigation systems.
Howard Westerman, ChE, 
was inducted into the Belton 
Missouri High School Hall of 
Fame, where he taught science 
from 1959 to 1991.
1953
John R. Ford, CerE: "I continue to 
do consulting work on exhaust 
systems for marine engine 
installations, five to 2,000 hp."
William E. Patterson, PetE:
"Never see much from the class of 
'53, so I thought I'd say 'hi.' I stay 
occupied by exercising at the gym 
three times a week, taking care 
of our six retired show dogs and 
recording a monthly radio 
program for the blind here in 
San Antonio."
Bennie E. Stephenson, CE:
"Mary Ann and I celebrated 
our 52nd anniversary on 
June 10, 2006."
1954
James C. Jones, CE: "I have 
been retired 15 years and have 
not found anything I don't like 
about it so far."
1955
Herman A. Ray, CE: "Still 
enjoying golf, and frequent visits 
from our son and his family."
1956
Robert M. Owen, PetE:
"Retiring in March 2007 with 
a little more than 50 active 
years in the oil patch."
David Thompson, CE,
and his wife, Norma, celebrated 
their 50th anniversary on 
July 6, 2006.
(continued on the next page)
East Coast students, westward bound
Thomas Holmes, a native of 
Wilmington, Mass., says the success 
he's realized in life is a direct result of 
his education at UMR. That's why 
Holmes, ME'50, and his wife, Joan, 
set up a scholarship to allow future 
generations of Wilmington students an 
opportunity to study in the Midwest.
The original scholarship fund was 
formed through an endowment created 
about 10 years ago. Now, the couple has 
made an estate gift to UMR. The money 
from the recently announced gift will 
eventually be used to supplement the 
Thomas A. and Joan M. Holmes 
Scholarship, a UMR scholarship that is 
awarded to students from Wilmington.
The scholarship pays for a selected 
student's tuition as long as he or she 
remains in good standing at UMR.
"It's an astonishing gift. It really is 
amazing," Stoddard Melhado, a counselor 
at Wilmington High School, recently told 
the Wilmington Advocate. So far, about 20 
students have embarked on the journey 
from Massachusetts to Missouri -  many 
traveling west of the Mississippi River 
for the first time -  as recipients of the 
Holmes Scholarship.
Holmes credits his mother, the Navy 
and UMR with shaping his life. He retired 
in 1988 as chair, president and chief 
executive officer of Ingersoll Rand Co., 
a global manufacturer of industrial 
machinery. Holmes, a member of the 
UMR Board of Trustees, has served on 
the governing boards of W.R. Grace & Co., 
Newmont Mining Corp. and Becton 
Dickinson & Co. Tom and Joan Holmes 
live in New Hope, Pa.
Roger that, Richter
In his spare time, Hans Richter, EE’50, 
played an important role in inventing a 
microphone that helped pilots communicate 
more clearly.
Richter thought military pilots who were 
wearing oxygen masks sounded too muffled. 
As a project engineer for Telephonies Corp. 
in the late 1950s, he became interested in 
solving the problem. Working during the 
lunch hour, Richter and a few colleagues 
realized that new miniature components 
could be used to develop better microphones.
They made a working model and sent it 
to the squadron leader at China Lake Airfield 
in California for a field trial.
“A short week later, the sales manager 
of Telephonies walked up to me and wanted 
to know if I knew anything about it,” Richter 
says. “He had a request in his hand for 
Telephonies to quote on 10 Dynamic Oxygen 
Mask Microphones. That was the start of 
Telephonies producing many more dynamic 
oxygen mask microphones for the military.”
Holmes credits his mother, 
the Navy and UMR with 
shaping his life.








For Eva, GGph’58, MS GGph’60, and 
Geza Kisvarsanyi, PhD GGph’66, 1956 
was a pivotal year. Not only was that the 
year the couple married, it was also 
the year when -  for 12 days at least -  
Hungarians celebrated freedom from 
Soviet oppression.
The Kisvarsanyis were active 
participants in the Hungarian Revolution, 
which started on Oct. 23,1956. Eva was 
20 years old; one of her friends was shot by 
secret police on Oct. 25. Soviet tanks were 
eventually summoned to put down the 
uprising, and the Kirsvarsanyis soon fled 
Hungary. They ended up in Rolla, where 
Evas first job was to teach an adult 
education course in Russian. Later, Geza 
became a professor and Eva embarked on a 
34-year career with the Missouri Geological 
Survey. While she was still working on her 
degrees at UMR, Eva was one of the very 
few females studying geology.
Geza retired as a professor emeritus 
of geology in 1993 and the couple moved 
to Sarasota, Fla. Last year marked the 
Kisvarsanyis 50th anniversary and the 50th 
anniversary of the Hungarian Revolution.
1957
Charles A. Frey CE: "On Aug. 3, 
2006, 1 was named one of the five 
finalists for the Citizen of the Year 
Award by The Facts, the local 
newspaper for Brazoria County, 
Texas. I was nominated by Matt 
Sebasta, the mayor of Angleton 
and a civil engineer graduate from 
Texas A&M  who worked for me 
at the Texas Department of 
Transportation while he was 
a student."
1958
Jack B. Haydon, CE: "I sold Reese 
Construction and retired as of 
September 2006. We are going 
to play a lot of golf and travel."
John F. Kirse Jr., CE: "Enjoying 
retirement, golf, hunting, fishing 
and 15 grandchildren."
1959
Edward O. Wakefield, CE: "Now 
living in St. Louis and enjoying 
retirement with my wife, Lynn, five 
children and six grandchildren."
Lou Whitehair, ME: "Our paper 
on genetic and molecular 
mechanisms causing rare adverse 
events in patients receiving 
recombinant hepatitis B 
vaccinations was published in 
the March 2005 issue of the 
international medical journal 
Autoimmunity."
1960
Gerald B. Allen, ChE: "Retired 
from Kodak Public/Government 
Affairs in 1997.1 don't miss the 
frequent travel in the western U.S."
Walter H. Dickens, CE, is retired 
and living with his wife, Betty, in 
Dixon, Mo. He would like to hear 
from friends and classmates.
Victor J. Hoffmann, GGph:
"I finally retired last July, and it is 
wonderful after flying more than 
a million miles in my career.
Rose and I celebrated our 50th
anniversary in 2005. We now 
summer in Washington and 
winter in St. George, Utah, with 
Gloria and Tony Del Prete Jr.,
GGph'60, MS GGph'63, and 
Susan and Steve Wright, ME'68, 
MS ME'70."
Kenneth D. Jobe, GGph, CE'66:
"I was privileged to be among 
those inducted into M SM -UM R 
Athletics Hall of Fame for the '56 
football team. My grandkids and 
youngest daughter and son-in-law 
attended the ceremony in 
September 2006. We may have a 
future female and male Miner!
We visited the campus and looked 
at the sink holes on I-44.1 was 
impressed by the changes in the 
campus since my last visit in 1965."
1961
Frederick R. Cunha, CE: "Retired 
from the Army Corps of Engineers 
in 1972. My last assignment was 
director of facilities engineering 
in San Francisco. I retired from 
Sacramento State University in 
California as campus planner.
I was also an aviator with tours 
in Korea and Vietnam."
Jerry D. Edison, CE: "Retired from 
TW A  and life after retirement is 
just fine."
Paul R. Whetsell, PetE: "Following 
Hurricane Katrina, we spent 12 
months renovating two houses 
and have now relocated from 
New Orleans to Talladega, Ala.
We purchased a home built in 
1890 that is listed in the National 
Registry of Historic Places. We are 
15 miles from the Nascar track."
1962
Jon Mastin, Phys, ME'63, won 
the Pioneer in Space Award from 
the United Daughters of the 
Confederacy for his work on the 
N ASA Global Geospace Science 
(GGS) scientific satellites, W IN D 
and POLAR, for sun plasma 
experiments. He worked on these 
satellites at GE Astrospace in East 
Windsor, N.J. The GGS satellites 




Richard O. Snelson, EE, is the
author of a humorous book,
Lunker, A Branson Tale, published 
recently by Infinity Publishing.
1963
Robert L. Arms, CE, retired in 
June 2006.
Narendra M. Naiknimbalkar,
MS GGph, and his wife,
Magdalena, are busy with their 
work. Narendra is a consultant 
working on a uranium project 
in New Mexico for Laramide 
Resources, a Canadian company, 
and Magdalena is a registered 
nurse at the community health 
clinic.
1965
Richard J. Gentile, PhD GGph, 
retired from the University of 
Missouri-Kansas City geosciences 
department in 1999, but is still 
actively doing field geology.
William J. Price, ChE: "Retired in 
2002 after 34 years with Union 
Carbide. Doing the traveling and 
cruise thing with two-to-four trips 
a year. Still living in Victoria, Texas."
1966
James Bertelsmeyer, ChE, gave 
$500,000 to help fund the Tulsa 
Air and Space Museum's new 
planetarium.
Michael J. Brynac, CE: "Carol and 
I toured Croatia in September.
The water of the Adriatic Sea is as 
clear as tap water and the most 
beautiful blue you could imagine. 
We toured several cities and 
visited her father's house on the 
island of Brae. The town of Pucisca 
was postcard picture perfect."
Homer S. Chang, MS ChE: "I am 
retired, but I keep myself active by 
working at my wife's flower shop 
in Savannah, Ga."
38 MAGAZINE | SPRING 2007
David E. Crow, ME, PhD ME'72, 
joined U.S. Sustainable Energy 
Corp.'s board of directors in 
November.
Nicholas H. Tibbs, GGph, MS 
GGph'69, PhD GGph'72: "I am 
enjoying semi-retirement while 
teaching a couple of classes 
each semester and helping 
homeschool two young 
granddaughters. My wife, Susan, 
is as wonderful as ever, especially 
in the kitchen -  so there is a 
continuing battle of the bulge.
If any of my old buddies out 
there would like to come for 
a re-enactment of the old 
Wednesday night grill-out 
and pot luck, look us up."
Gary Turner, CE, MS CE'72, was 
appointed to the advisory board 
for the Lake Saint Louis branch of 
First State Bank of St. Charles, Mo.
1967
T. Michael McMillen, CE, MS
CE'68, has started Gateway 
Geotechnical LLC in Chesterfield, 
Mo., with his son Michael, a 1995 
Purdue University graduate in 
civil engineering. The firm 
provides geotechnical design 
and construction solutions.
Brian Robben, PetE'88, manages 
the firm's construction services.
Lawrence J. Mikelionis, ChE:
"I'm still consulting to the 
pharmaceutical industry. Five years 
to go until retirement. Looking 
forward to visiting the campus for 
2007 Homecoming -  40 years!"
James R. Ragland, PetE: "I am 
getting closer to full retirement 
and to living full time in Las Vegas. 
Right now, I am involved heavily 
in the horizontal shale gas 
development in Arkansas."
1968
John D. Abram, ME, was profiled 
in a St. Louis newspaper for his 
involvement as president of the 
Sumner High School Alumni 
Association. He retired as a
product design engineer after 
30 years with Ford Motor Co., 
and then began a second career 
teaching world history.
Stephen Tebo, MS CSci, was 
honored with the Alumni 
Achievement Award at Fort Hays 
State University in September.
1970
Kent Florence, CE: "Retired in 
2001 after 31 years with 
Metropolitan St. Louis Sewer 
District. I volunteer at the 
St. Louis Zoo and tutor 
second- and third-graders in 
math, reading and science. I'm 
also active in American Legion 
in Shrewsbury, Mo. I have three 
daughters: Bethany, a social worker 
in London; Karolyn, a high school 
media and video production 
teacher in Pattonville, Mo.; and 
Tara, a child-care provider in 
South St. Louis."
John L. Hailey, GGph: "Joann and 
I are retired and living in central 
Florida. We grew tired of cold 
weather."
Piloo E. Ilavia, MS PetE: 
"Continuing consulting 
engineering work-in Houston."
Aravind S. Muzumdar, MS CE,
lives with his wife, Anjali, in 
Munster, Ind. They have two 
daughters, Sonali and Davina. 
Muzumdar owns the consulting 
firm North West Engineering 
Co. Inc.
Will Steffen, ChE, was appointed 
pro vice chancellor of research at 
Australian National University in 
September.
David Villafana, MS ChE:
"Retired from 3M in 2002. Since 
then, I've been working as a pain 
specialist using myofascial release 
for people with chronic pain.
My wife, Patricia, retired from the 
College of St. Catherine, where 
she was co-chair of the business 
department."
1971
James J. Belgeri Jr., GeoE, 
retired after 28 years of service at 
S 8< ME Inc. He has applied for a 
Tennessee teaching certificate 
and hopes to teach high school 
physics. Belgeri and his wife, Patty, 
will spend more time with their six 
grandchildren and teaching 
Sunday school.
Gordon Erickson, CE, MS
EMgt’74: "I retired from the U.S. 
government as a GS-15 equivalent 
in January 2006.1 had worked with 
the U.S. Army test and evaluation 
command's deputy chief of staff 
for operations since 1989 in 
Alexandria, Va. I am happily and 
gainfully unemployed and reside 
in Kingstowne, Va."
Michael Hermesmeyer, CE:
"We sold the engineering firm and 
are now part of Boyle Engineering.
I was recently elected president 
of FICE (American Council of 
Engineering Companies of Florida) 
and continue to prosper in 
Florida's sun."
James H. Jones, ChE: "I'm teaching 
a graduate class at the University 
of Cincinnati and I continue to 
consult part time. My oldest 
daughter completed a BS in 
chemical engineering at Ohio 
State and an MS in environmental 
health engineering at Johns 
Hopkins."
Gregory P. Smith, GGph,
MS GGph'74, is working as a 
biophysicist/geologist for 
Petrobras America in Houston.
(continued on the next page)
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Wes Day, EE'04, wesley.day@marquette.edu
email
Gary Finn, CE'72, garyfinn@cox.net
Larry J. Jenkins, PetE'73, larry.jenkins@sug.com
Michael J. "Boots” Miller, AE'74, 
boots.miller@caseproinc.com
Jen (Gruss) Prohaska, EMgt'96, 
jennyscotty@msn.com
0hr the places we 
could conceivably go
James Friend, AE'92, MS ME'94, PhD 
ME’98, worked on small motors at UMR -  
but nothing quite as small as he's 
envisioning now in the land down under.
Friend works at the micro/nano physics 
research laboratory at Monash University in 
Australia. That's where he's trying to 
develop a micro-robot that is capable of 
swimming through the human body and 
completing medical tasks. The key, Friend 
says, is the motor. He's already built one the 
size of a salt crystal, but, he says, "we still 
have a way to go."
The motor would have to be equipped 
with a special propeller that would rotate 
like a corkscrew. This would allow the robot 
to swim within the vascular and digestive 
systems of the body. Doctors could perform 
tasks via remote control.
"The motor we have in mind that has 
sparked interest would be injected into an 
artery or a vein and be able to move through 
the body and pick up a cell or take a 
biopsy," Friend told Australian newspaper 
The Age.
The micro-robots could conceivably go 
places that catheters can't -  including 
places within the brain.









In order to train for future missions 
into space, Sandra M agnus has been 
spending a lot of time under water.
Magnus, Phys’86, MS EE’90, spent 
a week last September onboard the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administrations Aquarius underwater 
laboratory. Along with three other 
astronauts, Magnus was training under 
water for possible future trips to the 
International Space Station.
Sixty-two feet below the surface, 
the crew put on space suits and 
imitated moonwalks. They also tested 
remote-controlled robots.
Magnus flew to the International 
Space Station on a shuttle mission in 
2002. She used a robotic arm to help 





______________  CE, was




Construction in St. Louis.
Alan W. Carson, CE: "Still 
plugging away as facilities 
engineer at ATK Lake City 
in Independence, Mo."
Gerald "Gary" Finn, CE,
celebrated his 27th year with 
Terracon Consultants Inc. and 
received the company's Founders 
Award. As vice president and 
division manager, he serves on 
the board of directors and 
oversees offices in Wichita and 
Garden City, Kan.; Oklahoma City 
and Tulsa, Okla.; Wichita Falls, 





LLC as one 





CE, MS EMgt'76, 
was promoted 





Lawrence H. Luzynski, EE: "I have 
left the corporate world and 
started my own company,
Signal Experience Inc., to provide 
technical training and consulting 
in the field of railway signaling.
I am under exclusive contract with 
Signal Training Solutions Inc. in 
Blue Springs, Mo. This gives me 
the opportunity to spend more 
time with my wife of 34 years,
Ellie, my children, and my two 
adorable grandchildren."
Roscoe R. McWilliams Jr., ME,
president and C EO  of TFC Service 
Technologies Inc., has relocated to 
St. Louis. His non-profit service 
management firm develops the 
technological skills of children of 
special populations in junior and 
senior high school to promote 
careers in science and engineering. 
They also market engineering 
services and technologies 
for special populations in 
undeveloped and underdeveloped 
communities.
James W. Nelden, EE: "I'm retired 
from Verizon after 34 years. I've 
started my own small computer 
consultancy named Tek-EE."
1973
Larry J. Jenkins, PetE: "Enjoy 
playing Trivial Pursuit weekly with 
alums Rob Kasten, EMgt'73, and 




as senior vice 
commercial
director of the life sciences group, 
based in Parsippany, N.J.
H. Richard Ogle, CE: "Retired 
from M oD O T in 2004. My 
retirement time thus far has 
been spent raising cattle, 
gardening, hunting and fishing."
John R. Schilling, CE, MS CE'85: 
"We have two grandsons, ages 6 
and 3, and our youngest daughter 
was married in October. We're still 
making our home in Ballwin, Mo."
1974
John W. Gibson, EMgt, was 
named CEO  of O N EO K and 
president and C EO  of O N EO K 
Partners in Tulsa, Okla.
Lindell R. Hurst Jr., MetE, MS 
MetE'77, MS EMgt'84, MS 
EMch'87: "I have taken a job 
with Shell Oil Co. in Houston as a 
senior engineer in corrosion and 
materials management."
Dan Kerns,
CE, MS CE'79, 
celebrated 
30 years with 
Hanson 
Professional 
Services Inc. in 
Springfield, III.
Randy Kerns, CSci, was appointed 
chief technology officer for 
ProStor Systems.
Alan S. Kornacki, GGph: "My son, 
Evan, is a first-year student in the 
Dean's Scholar Honors Program at 
the University of Texas in Austin. 
He is a mathematics and physics 
major and plans to become a 
research physicist. I continue to 
work for Shell Oil Co. in Houston 
as a petroleum geochemist."
Michael J. "Boots" Miller, AE,
has retired from the U.S. Air Force 
after 30 years of dedicated service. 
He now works for CasePro Inc., 
a health care provider for the 
U.S. government, as director of 
government services. He lives in 
San Antonio, Texas.
John R. Strosnider Jr., EMch, MS 
EMch'76, has been the director of 
the Office of Nuclear Material 
Safety and Safeguards for the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
since 2004.
1975
Rodney Linker, CE: "My daughter, 
Melissa, is a senior in biomedical 
engineering at Purdue and my son, 
Matthew, is majoring in industrial 
engineering at UMC. Sorry, I tried."
James H. Martin, AE, is
developing and fielding counter­
terrorist technologies for the U.S. 
Army Rapid Equipping Force.
(continued on page 42)
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w eddings If you would like a wedding announcement published, please email it to: alum ni@um r.edu
Ashley Adams, CE'03, married Richard Coffman 
on June 10, 2006. The couple lives in 
Columbia, Mo.
Justyn Albert Boulais, 
EE'06, and Sabrina Ann 
Jones, IST'05, were 
married on June 17, 2006. 
The couple lives in 
St. Louis.
David Cray, EE'69,
MS EE'70, married 
Cheryl Allen on Nov. 4, 
2006, in Liberty, Mo. 
They were reacquainted 
at their 40th high school 
reunion in 2004.
James Donald Bridges, EMgt'00, married 
Am y Marie Riber on Dec. 3, 2005. The couple 
lives in Normal, III.
Travis Hartman, ME'04, married Jessica 
Thornsberry on May 27, 2006, in Jamaica. 
The couple lives in O'Fallon, Mo.
Michael John Broker III, Phys'88, married 
Leslie Lynn Salmons on June 17, 2006.
The couple lives in Lohman, Mo.
Eric Peterson Bunnell, GeoE'97, married 
Carrie Duncan on April 16, 2005, in 
Bartlesville, Okla.
Elmond L. Claridge, ChE'39, MS ChE'41, 
married Claire Patterson on April 29, 2006.
Jon Danieley, CSci'99, and Rosanna “Anna" 
Saindon, GeoE'99, MS GeoE'01, PhD GeoE'04, 
were married on Oct. 28, 2006, in St. Louis.
Wes Day, EE'04, married 
Alice Soriano on July 22, 
2006. The couple lives in 
Racine, Wis.
Holly Nicole Hawkins, EMgt'00, married 
Patrick Anthony Innes on April 29, 2006.
Tim Horstmann,
ME'02, married 
Heather Short on 
Oct. 7, 2006.
The couple lives 
in Wentzville, Mo.
Michael Knittel, EMgt'03, and Nancy Harms,
ChE'00, were married on June 3, 2006. The couple 
lives in Maryland Heights, Mo.
Christopher Mathiesen, MS SysE'04, married 
Rebecca Svuba on May 20, 2006. The couple lives 
in St. Louis.
Cory Alan Demieville, CSci'06, and Fiorella 
Giana, MinE'05, were married on June 10, 2006. 
The couple lives in New Mexico.
Luke Charles Miget, CE'04, married Sarah 
Elizabeth Berkbigler on Sept. 17, 2005.
The couple lives in Cape Girardeau, Mo.
Simon Chardin 
Dirnberger, MetE'03, 
ME'05, married Melissa 
Pauline Wise on Nov. 3, 
2006, in Alberta, Canada. 






June 17, 2006. 




W. Ashley Griffith in 
June 2006. The couple 
lives in St. Louis.
Robert Alan Riess, CE'04, married Allison A. 
Wirtanen on June 24, 2006, in Austin, Texas.
Edward L. Rodriguez, ME'93, married Melinda 
Elaine Ward on Aug. 12, 2006. The couple lives 
in Pueblo, Colo.
Suzan Siy, GGph'86, married Tim Wiemers on 








The couple lives, 
in Newport, Mich.
Erik Joseph Timpson, EE'04, married Angela M. 
Jones on Aug. 12, 2006.
Eric D. Wessel, EMgt'04, married Melissa A. 
Gildehaus on March 31, 2006. The couple lives 
in Columbia, Mo.
Elif Yasar, EE'99, 
married Altug 
Sahin in Istanbul, 
Turkey. The 
couple lives in 
Edgewater, N.J.







If you have a story you 
would like to share with 
your alma mater, please 
contact Public Relations 
at 573-341-4328 or 
email news@umr.edu
Thomas J. Mittler, CE, is enjoying 
his seven grandchildren with his 
wife, Jan.
1976
David Dillard, EMch, MS 
EMch'78, was named adhesive 
and sealant science professor 
in engineering science and 
mechanics by Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute and State University.
Margaret "Peggy" Montana,
ChE: "I was recently promoted 
to vice president of global 
distribution for Shell Oil Co.
My new office is on a plane."
1977
Henry E. Haggard, CE: "I am
now the maintenance engineer 
for M oD O T District 9. I've been 
at M oD O T for 29 years and am 
having too much fun to retire.
My son, Joe, CE'04, is a 
construction inspector in 
District 1 at Maryville, Mo.












Dianna Tickner, MinE, was 
profiled in the St Louis Business 
Journal's "Most Influential Business 
Women" section in August. She is 
vice president of generation and 
BTU development at Peabody 
Energy Corp.
1980
Thomas A. Dittmaier, CE: "I have 
returned to private practice and 
Burns & McDonnell. Still living in 
Knoxville, Tenn., but do make it 
back to Missouri a couple of times 
per year."
Wayne A. Hamilton, MS GeoE: 
"Been cleaning dirt at Shell Oil Co. 
for 26 years -  plenty of 
opportunities."
Dennis Moore, GeoE: "Sorry I 
missed the alumni reception in 
San Antonio in September 2006.
I was attending the Gulf Coast 
Association of Geologic Societies 
(G CAG S) convention in Louisiana. 
The G CAG S will be in Corpus 
Christi, Texas, Oct. 21-23, 2007.
Plan to come on down to the 
'third coast' and visit."
Mark S. Smith, CE: "We still live in 
Manchester, Mo. Kim and I are 
both involved in the Community 
Emergency Response Team (CERT) 
program. I'm in my 23rd year at 
BSI Constructors Inc. Ashley is 
a UM C grad and works as an 
interior designer. Cassidy and 
Jackson are working their way 
through the ninth and sixth 
grades. We still see our good old 
GDI friends at least three times a 
year... June float trip, Labor Day 
picnic, and at the Best Ever each 
St. Pat's. Nothing left to do but 
smile, smile, smile."
Above: Bob West, Brent Flachsbart and 
Larry Dotson met for the first time in Iraq.
Right: Douglas Massie misses green 
covered mountains, wine vineyards and 
A Slice of Pie.
Tours of duty
Three UMR graduates recently met in an unlikely place -  
Logistics Support Area Anaconda in Iraq. Lt. Col. Larry Dotson, Hist’86,
Maj. Brent Flachsbart, ME'92, and Capt. Bob West, EMgt'04,
were stationed together and met for the first time at a 
meeting near Balad, Iraq.
Meanwhile, in Camp Ramadi, Iraq, Capt. Douglas 
Massie, MS EMgt'05, was thinking about A Slice of Pie. 
"There aren't any beautiful, green covered mountains, with 
wine vineyards and that famous pie place around the corner," 
Massie wrote in a letter to UMR. "I can't remember the name 
of that pie place, but I could get there with my eyes closed. 
Life here never stops. It isn't so bad in camp. However, less 
than a mile away is the worst city in Iraq, even worse than 
Baghdad. Yet, we get up every day trying to make each day 
better than the other. I hope we are doing so, at least for the 
Iraqis' sake."
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1981
Mike McCoy, ME, and Susan 
Lucas McCoy, NDD'83: "Mike 
had 25 years with Chevron in 
January 2007. Susan was UM R 
Greek Week Queen in 1980. We 
married Aug. 28,1982, and lived in 
Pascagoula, Miss., for 17 years and 
have been in Houston for seven. 
We've stopped several times and 
walked the UMR campus on 
our Christmas driving trips to 
see family."
1982
Steve Block, ChE, presented a 
paper on applications for silicone 
reactive hot melts at the Assembly 
Technology Expo 2006 in Chicago 
in September.
Doug Keithly, PetE, completed a 
2,892-mile bike trip from California 





Clayco as a 
project director 
for its financial 
facilities group 
in St. Louis.
Kathryn A. (Waples) Walker, MS
EMgt, received the Distinguished 
Alumni Award for Outstanding 
Professional Achievement from 
South Dakota State University.
She is chief network officer at 
Sprint Nextel Corp.
Charles Ted Wooten, PetE:
"Still working for Bluegrass Energy 
Inc. Lauren, 11, is doing great 
and playing volleyball. Donna is 
still working very hard trying to 
become a retired registered nurse."
1983
Joe Allen Soughers, GeoE:
"Lots of dam repair jobs in Indiana. 
Keeping very busy. Sorry I missed 
you, Rebecca, at the Dam Safety 
Conference in Boston."
Michael J. Starbuck, GGph, 
traveled to McMurdo Station in 
October 2005 for six weeks of 
geodetic surveying in the 
Transantarctic Mountains.
Paul A. Wolfgeher, CE:
"My older son, Brian, is now a 
freshman at Oklahoma State 
University studying engineering."
1984
Casey Ellis, CE, was named vice 
president of sales for Unigroup 
Inc., the parent company of 
United Van Lines and Mayflower 
Transit.
Michael Lee Powell, GGph, was 
promoted to geologic manager 
of the Rocky Mountain Asset 
Team for Dominion in Oklahoma 
City, Okla.
Robert Schmedake, EE: "This past 
year has been very good for me.
I was promoted to lieutenant 
colonel in my U.S. Air Force 
position at the 516th Aeronautical 
Engineering Systems Wing at 
Wright Patterson Air Force Base.
I also achieved the level of 
technical fellow at Boeing 
Integrated Defense Systems with 
a specialty in software safety for 
real-time safety critical systems.
My wife, Carol, and I live in 
Ballwin, Mo."
1986
Frederick Mark Booth, GeoE, MS 
GeoE'88: "After sitting in the same 
office for 11 years, we are moving 
to a larger space on Main Street in 
St. Charles."
Kevin Davis, Math, retired 
after 21 years with the 
U.S. Navy, most recently as the 
communications director of 
the Nuclear Technology Division.
Lloyd R. Heinze Jr., MS PetE, PhD 
PetE'91, was named Distinguished 
Member at the 2006 Society of 
Petroleum Engineers convention 
in San Antonio, Texas. He holds 
the Roy Butler Chair Professorship 
at Texas Tech University.
Steve Kane, CSci, retired from 
the Army and moved from 
St. Louis back to Georgia.
He is the interim associate 
chief information operator for 
application development and 
integration for the University of 
Georgia in Athens.
Richard Edward Sharp, ChE: I'm  
a manager at Boeing, where I have 
been employed more than 18 
years. Ann and I, with our sons 
Josh, 8, and Matt and Tim, 5, reside 
in Weldon Spring, Mo."
Paul Whiting Wallace, GeoE,
MS GeoE'87: "I am manager of 
the Baton Rouge operations of 
Plantation Pipe Line Co. Thanks to 
UMR for launching my success."
1987
Rick Brown, CE, has been named 
vice president of the highway and 
transportation department at 
V O LZ Inc.
1988
John R. Dalton, ME, MS ME’91: 
"I'm enjoying my work at Flint Hills 
Resources -  Pine Bend Refinery, 
just southeast of the twin cities as 
a project manager in the Build-lt 
Group."
Steven "Cary" Dunston, EMgt, 
was named senior vice president 
of manufacturing for American 
Woodmark Corp.
Colby Evan Kinser, CSci: "I 
continue to pastor a small 
congregation in Dublin, Ga., at 
Dublin Bible Church. My wife,
Lynn (Denney) Kinser, CSci’92, 
works as a civilian employee at 
Warner Robins Air Force Base, 
writing software for defense 
systems. I began working on my 
doctorate of ministry in October."
Edwin Base Kroeger, GeoE:
"Lucy and I have a grandson."
(continued on the next page)
Martin takes a stand
Not long ago, Scott Martin,
Phys’89, got tired of the daily grind of 
the corporate world and left his job in 
the IT departm ent at Bass Pro Shops 
to venture into the world of online 
business.
Martin and his wife, Allison, 
closed up the consulting and 
application development company 
they had owned in Kansas City, Mo., 
since 1999 and headed to Nixa, Mo., 
to fill a niche in the Springfield, Mo., 
shopping scene.
Their business, Thestandstore.com, 
offers every type of device to hold audio 
and video equipment, as well as a 
limited selection of furniture. The 
products they offer, many of which 
are upscale, are designed to both 
aesthetically and technologically 
enhance home theater systems.
Scott Martin told the S prin gfie ld  
N ew s-L eader  that the increased market 
in home theater systems and his online 
service experience made an online 
business a natural progression for him.
According to the N ew s-L eader  
article, much of what the Martins offer 
through their site isn’t available in the 
Springfield area. Because they don’t 
share the confines of a “brick and 
m ortar” store, they are able to offer 
a 20 to 30 percent larger inventory.
“You just can’t find the quality or 
selection, Allison Martin told the 
N ew s-Leader.
In the future, the Martins plan 
to expand the business to other sites 
offering a variety of services.








Ultimate fighting is a bloodsport, 
and Bryan Guidry, ChE’96, has a 
titanium plate in his head to prove it.
Although he did have to have the 
right side of his face rebuilt after a 
kick to the head in 2002, Guidry has 
thrived in regional ultimate fighting 
competitions that take place in the 
St. Louis area. The competitions feature 
violence and a little martial arts thrown 
in. Guidry’s specialty is jiu-jitsu, a form 
of fighting that requires participants 
who are in painful holds to surrender 
or suffer broken bones.
“You have to love this,”
Guidry recently told the St. L ouis  
P ost-D ispa tch . “That’s what we call fun.
I guess we’re all a little off’
1989
Tina Gaines, EE, was promoted to 
director of telecommunication for 
Empire District Electric Co. in 
Joplin, Mo.
1991
John Conrad, CerE, MS CerE'93, 
was included in the Jefferson City 
Business Times' "40 Under Forty" 
profiles in June 2006. He is an 
independent insurance agent for 
State Farm Insurance.
Melissa (Benedick) Corkill, CE:
"A lot has changed in the past few 
years. We moved to Smithville, 
Mo., and welcomed our third son 
into our lives. I now work for the 
Army Corps of Engineers in Kansas 
City."
David Lloyd Harfst, EE, recently 
celebrated his 15th wedding 
anniversary, as well as his 15th year 
at Computerized Medical Systems 
in Creve Coeur, Mo. He and his 
wife, Kelly, have two children, ages 











Christopher Case, LSci, an 
endocrinologist with Jefferson 
City Medical Group's Weight 
Treatment Center, was a featured 
speaker at the annual conference
for New Direction, a medically 
supervised rapid weight-loss 
program.
Gregory Lynn Hempen, PhD
GeoE, retired from the Arm y 
Corps of Engineers in February 
2006. He now works on a project, 
as-needed basis for the URS Corp. 
St. Louis office.
Sanjeev Kumar, MS CE, PhD
CE'96, received an academic 
award from the Korean Geo- 
Environmental Society.
1994
Thomas Charles Bumgardner II,
GeoE, MS GeoE'96: "Opened 
Game Cafe on historic 
Independence (Mo.) Square 
with my wife, Julie, and children 
Noah, Sam and Sarah. I continue 
to run engineering manufacture 
representative business, BSS."
Kurt W. Leucht, EE, had a
collaborative article about N A SA  
Engineering Shuttle Telemetry 
Agent (NESTA) published in 




I  major in the U.S. 
I  Army, received a 
S  Purple Heart
“  Action Badge for 
being shot in February 2006 while 
serving in Baghdad. She was back 
on duty one day after her injury 
and agreed to serve another five 
months.
David Allen Ryckman, GGph, is a 
production geologist for Stillwater 
Mining Co., working with N A SA  
on the Lunar Soil Simulant 
Program.
Mark Haddock, GeoE, MS 
GeoE'96: "I have been working 
for Golder Associates since I 
graduated 10 years ago. I continue 
to use my geological engineering
skills on a daily basis working on 
tunnel, dam and environmental 
projects. Amy (Sauer) Haddock,
CE'95, and I have two great kids, 
Summer and Sierra, and I still try 
to spend free time hiking, hunting 
and fishing."
1996
Patrick Lyle Chapman, EE, MS
EE'97: "I am now married with 
three children. I am a professor 
at the University of Illinois and 
I co-founded SmartSpark Energy 
Systems in Champaign, III."
Eric J. Triplett,
GeoE, is an 
associate at 
Faegre & Benson 
LLP in Denver.
1997
Matt Benz, ChE, MS EMgt'98, 
is the senior corporate process 
engineer for MGP Ingredients in 
Atchison, Kan. His wife, Jennie, is 
public relations director for Liberty 
Hospital. The family lives in Kansas 
City, Mo.
Carolyn (Jones) Otten, Chem, 
is a project leader of specialized 
services at Chemir Analytical 
Services in St. Louis.
Ronald Michael Paul, CE: "I work 
for Heneghan & Associates in 
Jerseyville, III., as a project engineer. 
My wife, Becky, and I have three 
kids: Bryce, 5, Addison, 3, and 
Justin, 1."
William "Lyle" Simonton, CE,
MS EnvE'00, joined Subsurface 
Constructions Inc. as director of 
business development.
Emily Jean Wehmeyer, CE, MS
EnvE'00, lives in Indianapolis and is 
a project engineer with Donohoe 
and Associates.
(continued on page 46)
Michael D. 
Montgomery,
CE, was named 
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Matt Benz, ChE'97, 
MS EMgt'98, and his 
wifejennie, had a girl, 





EMgt'98, had a girl, 
Isabella Rose, on 
March 10, 2006.
She joins sister
Adriana, 2. Her aunt and uncle are 
Frances (Pratt) Collins, EE'05, and 
Wesley Collins, EE'05.
Joel Brand, ChE'86, 
MS Math'94, PhD 
Phys'94 and Ann 
(Carter) Brand
CSci'84, received a 
daughter, Tabetha 
Ting, on May 8, 2006. 
Brand, EE'68, joined 
them on the trip to China.
Doug Cordier, EE'91, MS EE'94, and 
Leigh Anne (Clark) Cordier, GeoE'92, 
had a girl, Emily Anne, on April 27, 





Heather, had a 
girl, Chloe Anne, 
on April 8, 2006. 
She joins sister 
Sophie.
Jason Edward Holschen, GeoE'98, MS 
CE'98, and Valerie (Phillips) Holschen
CE'98, had a girl, Catrina Ann, on 
Sept. 9, 2006.
David Louis Howell, EE'94, and his 
wife, Lisa, had twin boys, Alexander 
Louis and Andrew William, on 
April 19, 2006.
Jennifer (Cordes) Jansen, ME'91, and 
her husband, Greg, had a girl, Kayla 
Carolyn, on June 2, 2006. She joins 
brother Luke and sister Allison. Her 
grandfather is Glenn Cordes, ME'60, 
MS CSci'74.
David Jayne,
ChE'99, and Callie 
(Lyons) Jayne,
AE'99, had a girl, 
Audrey Claire, on 
March 2, 2006.
Jeremy Johnson,
ME'05, and his 
wife, Joanne, had 
a girl, Hayley 




and his wife, Della, 
have two children, 






NucE'98, had a 
boy, Alexander 
Shewak, on 
March 9, 2006. He joins brother 
Nikolaus, 2. His grandfather is 
Arjan S. Jagtiani, CE'66, and his uncles 
are Randall C. Krause, MetE'96, and 
James F. Stanfield, ME'96.
Kraig “Mark" 
Kreikemeier, ME'02, 
and his wife, Kelly, 
JW  had a girl, Madeline 
Kathleen, on May 26, 
2006. She is the
granddaughter of Kraig Kreikemeier,
ME'63.
John Wallace Macdonald, CE'91, and 
his wife, Agata, had a girl, Magdalena 
Ann, on Sept. 22, 2006. Dad looks 
forward to teaching her and sister Bella 
to sail on the beautiful Emerald Coast.
Matt
Mettemeyer,
CE'98, MS CE'99, 
and his wife, Jenni, 
had a girl, Norah 
Ruby, on June 9, 
2006.
Alidad Mohammadi,
MS MetE'04, and 
his wife, Leila, had 
a boy, Arvin, on 
Nov. 11,2006.
Nelson Nolte, EE'96, and Amy 
(Rogers) Nolte, EMgt'96, had a boy, 
Samuel Thomas, on March 2,2006.





had a girl, Keri 
Elizabeth, on 
Aug. 8, 2006. She 





had a boy, Drake 
Thomas, on July 
10, 2006. He joins 
sisters Reagan, 5, 
and Taylor, 4.
Molly (Johnson) 
Remer, Psyc'98, and 
her husband, Mark, 
had a boy, Zander 
Thomas, born at 
home on May 29, 
2006. He joins 
brother Lann, 3.
Jon Schmidt, GeoE'99, MS GeoE'00, 
and his wife, Jennifer, had a girl, Hayley 
Eleanor, on July 18, 2006.
Jason Stratman, ME'94, and Brandi 
(Smith) Stratman, CE'96, had a boy, 
Grant Matthew, on Aug. 31, 2005.
He joins brother Kyle, 4.
Robert Shawn Williams, GGph'93, MS 
GGph'96, and Lisa (Webb) Williams,
GGph'95, MS GGph'97, had a boy, 
Owen Samuel, on Sept. 23, 2006.
Eric Yount, Math'98, 
and his wife, Ann, had 
a girl, Hannah Grace, 
on Sept. 6, 2005.
Michael R. Zlatic,
ME'95, and his wife, 
Amy, had a girl, Zoe 
Grace, on Aug. 30, 
2005. Her great aunts 
and great uncles 
are Milton Zlatic, 
EE’71, MS CSci'72; Margaret (Zlatic) 
Winkler, CSci'80; Mary (Zlatic) Vogel, 
MS CSci'77; and Don Vogel, MS 
CSci'77.








A  hom e library guru
When Rana Basheer, MS
CompE’03, and his wife, Christina 
Leung, wanted a better way to keep 
track of the books they lent to friends, 
they turned to the Internet -  and 
Basheer s computer engineering 
expertise -  for help. The result was an 
online “bookshelf” that searches 
hundreds of online databases to help 
users organize their personal libraries, 
CD and DVD collections, and more.
Basheer and Leung created 
the service -  dubbed GuruLib 
(www.gurulib.com) -  in April 2006. 
Today they boast more than 1,000 
registered users who find the website 
helpful for keeping track of their home 
libraries, creating birthday and holiday 
“wish lists,” and assessing the value of 
their book, music, movie and software 
collections for insurance purposes.
GuruLib uses more than 530 
public and university libraries around 
the world as well as six Amazon.com
(continued on the next page)
1998
Shawn Aaron Bailey CE: "I am a
project manager for Byrne & Jones 
Construction in St. Louis. My wife, 
Heather, and I reside in Kirkwood, 
Mo., with our daughters Ruby, 3, 
and Em me, 1."
Sadie (Burke) Jones, GeoE:
"My husband, Jason Jones, CE'00, 
and I are celebrating our third 
anniversary. We are both at 
the Illinois Department of 
Transportation and I am now 
geotechnical investigations 
engineer. We just moved into a 
new house that our daughter,
Mia (a future Miner!) loves."
Steven A. Simmons, MS EMgt, is 
the new commanding officer for 
the U.S. Marine Corps Combat 
Service Support Battalion 7 in 
Twentynine Palms, Calif.
1999
Robert A. McDonald, AE:
"I completed my Ph.D. in 
aerospace engineering from 
Georgia Tech in Atlanta, and 
moved to the beautiful central 
coast of California to take a 
job as an assistant professor of 
aerospace engineering at 
Cal Poly San Luis Obispo."
Scott Moeller, ME, is a design 
engineer for Spirit AeroSystems 
and his wife, Mary Kathryn, is a 
high school teacher.
Jeffrey Burton Murphy, MS EnvE, 
MS EMgt'06, is a major in the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers. In 2006, 
after serving two years as an 
instructor, he was named 
operations officer for the 94th 
Engineer Battalion in Fort Leonard 
Wood, Mo. Murphy married 
Tricia Ferro last year. She was 
program administrator for 
student involvement and 
leadership at UMR.
Jon Schmidt, GeoE, MS GeoE'00, 
joined EOG Resources in Denver 
in January 2006 as reservoir 
engineer. He passed the Colorado 
Professional Engineer exam in 
April 2006.
Erik Wilund, CE, joined Durant in 
St. Louis as structural engineer.
2000
Jonathan J. Derner, CE, MS CE'01, 
joined Horner & Shifrin Inc. as a 
design engineer in St. Louis.
Elizabeth (Morris) Griffith,
GGph, continues work on her 
doctorate at Stanford.
Nancy (Harms) Knittel, ChE, is a 
supplier quality engineer for 
GKN Aerospace and her husband, 
Michael Knittel, EMgt'03, is a 
project manager for Emerson 
Process Management. Both 
companies are in Hazelwood, Mo.
Andrew M. Singleton, ME:
"In late 2005,1 took a job with 
Monsanto Co. in St. Louis. I joined 
the crop analytics department 
as a mechanical engineer in the 
automation engineering team.
My wife, Maggie, and I have one 
daughter, Lena, who is 1 year old."
2001
William J. Miller, MS EMgt, 
received the General Douglas 
MacArthur Leadership Award 
from the U.S. Army chief of 
staff at the Pentagon.
Wilbur J. "Bill" 
Reichman, CerE, 





California, Davis. His dissertation 
research, "Understanding How 
Femtosecond Laser Waveguide 
Fabrication in Glasses Works," 
was performed under the auspices 
of the U.S. Department of Energy 
at Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory. Reichman accepted a 
senior design engineer position 
with ASML, based in Richmond, 
Calif., and lives in Berkeley.
(continued on page 48)
Left to right kneeling:
Matt Hagan '99, Bob Etien '97, 
Josh Sales V0, Steve Young '95, 
John Borthwick '86
Left to right standing:
Tyler Montileone '07, Nick Schreiner 
'07, Charlie Hawkins '06, Justin 
White '06, Sam Patterson '06,
Justin Hall '06, Dan Bailey '03,
Steve Kerr V3
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A home library guru continued...
servers to retrieve the information.
Using GuruLibs search function, 
registered users of the free service may 
organize information based on author, 
actor, director, genre and other criteria, 
says Basheer, who is pursuing a Ph.D. 
in computer engineering at UMR. The 
service also connects users to other fans 
through social networking components 
that allow users to view other users’ 
libraries, lend and borrow books, and 
discuss their interests in online forums. 
In addition, GuruLib lets users create 
“widgets” that allow them to share their 
libraries on blogs, MySpace accounts 
and other online venues.
With minimal publicity, GuruLibs 
popularity has grown. “I have a couple 
of small public libraries using it, and a 
video rental business recently contacted 
me about using it to track its rentals,” 
Basheer says.
Recently, Basheer added a new 
component that should be of interest 
to college students. It allows users to 
upload and store their research papers.
Listen to Basheer on the January 
2007 episode of TechnoFiles at 
www.kumr.org/technoarchive.html
Slid e  Rules Wanted
Not so many years ago, 
MSM-UMR required students to 
take a one-credit class on slide 
rules. Today, these early calculators 
are nearly gone. The UMR Archives 
has started a collection of these 
"ancient" tools. "Several professors 
have donated their slide rules to us, 
but we would love to have a full 
range of them, including a circular 
slide rule."
If you have one to donate, the 
UMR Archives would be delighted 
to accept it. Please email Diana 
Ahmad at ahmadd@umr.edu or call 
573-341-4817.
Fall Career Fair
Sept. 28 -  Many alumni arrived on campus to participate in the largest career fair 
in UMR history. More than 700 recruiters from 240 employers registered to attend.
In addition, more than 500 on-campus interviews were scheduled for the following day.
Those attending included Jason Abbott  *00; M ark A dam s '02; R.J. Agee '03; Robert Ahlers '92; 
Dan Aiken '06; Tim Albers '01; Bill A lexander '9 2 ; C a ry  Am singer '80; Brooke A ntolak '03;
Richard Arnold  '06; Eric Bahr '04; M ark Bakai '04; Robert Bartel '96; Wayne Beasley 70;
Chris Bell ’91; Lucas Bell '05; Linda Beran '87; Ryan Besand '03; Dave Billingsley '86; Jill Bischof'01; 
Katie Bland '03; Bethany Bradford '04; Glenn Brenneke '91; Jason Brinker '97; A d a m  Brooks '0 0 ; 
John Brown '01 *05; Jerem y Bryant '06; Bob Buechel 7 3 ; Bill Burton '82; Kevin Buschbach '00; 
Michele Cain '02; Brent Callen '89; Steve Castell '06; A aron Clarke '04; Aaron Colem an '98;
Davae Collins ’05; Joe Cooksey '97; Jam es Cort ’04; Phillip Courtney '99; Jared Crouch '01, '03;
Jon Crow '98; Mike Davis '91; Cory Demieville '06; M att Dissinger '05; Ben Doering '03, '05;
Jason Dohrm ann '99; Jeremy Dotson '06; Joe Duem ig '04; Steve Engelbrecht '88; Jason Estel '03; 
John Finke '89; Scott Fletcher 7 2 , 74; Lloyd Flowers '88; Katherine Fralicx '06; A n ja  
Frauenberger '03; Eric Gam ble '01; Fiorella Giana  '0 5 ; Cheryl G iljum  '04; Robert Gold 75, 77; 
Robert Graham  '05; Jerem y Greenwood '05; Gary F\adler '89; Jerem y Flail '01; Justin Flail '06; 
A hm ed Ham adi ’01; Jam ie Ham m  '99; Josh Hefti '06; D avid Henke '06; Mike Herm esm eyer 71; 
Rolland Holliday; Jennifer Hopper '98; M ark H uber '93; Alyssia Huntington '06; M att Huskey '06; 
Darrell Jacobs '04; Ed Jantosik '79, Stephen Johnson ’05; Brian Jones '01; Chris Jordan '06;
Robert Jordan Jr. '03, '05; Craig Kaibel '03, '04; Nathaniel Keen '00; Jerry Keezer '00; Gene Kertz '89; 
M att Kisler '0 7 ; Kyle Kittrell 76; Mike Knittel '02; Ken Kozcowski '83; James Lahm  '88;
Stephen Lang 79; A d am  Lewis '04; Elizabeth Lewis '06; Richard Licari '04; M ark Liefer 76;
Dennis Linck '85; Don Loberg '04; Ryan Lowe '0 5 ; Gail Lueck '02, '0 3 ; Travis Lynch '97;
Robert Lynn 85, 88; Sean M ahoney '06; Jonathan M arburger '0 3 ; Jeff M arker 88; Ben M artin '06; 
Tom M cCoy '00; Charles M cD onald '03; Kevin M cEnery 86; Justin M cM enam y '03, '04;
Julie McNiff'OO; Russell M cNiff'99; Dave L  Meyer 81; D avid V. M eyer 85; M athew  C. M ichler '00; 
Ashley M iller '06; Kevin Miller 77; Lynn Miskell 83; Scott M oll '99; A d a m  Moore '03, ‘04;
Everett Moore '86; Tom Morris '0 6 ; Kwane M ukw ada  '0 5 ; Jonathan M urray  '0 5 ; M ike M urray  '0 5 ; 
Robert Mustell '03; Jam es Nelson ’99, '03; Sara Nelson  '9 9 , '04; Le Nguyen '94; M ike Nickels 85; 
Chris Nisbet 84; Travis Odneal '05; Thom as O'Neill '05; Jeff Osterm ann '06; Chris Ottley '04;
David Pederson '03; Ethan Peterson '01; Josh Peterson '03; Kevin Petrones '04; Keith Phelps '9 6 ; 
Terry Piskorski '92; Dw an Prude '02, '04; Thom as Qualls '06; Elizabeth Ragsdale '00;
Bryce Rakop '04; M atthew Raterm an V I;  Gary Rauls 70; Ed Reichert '97; Kelly Reiter '03;
Robert Riess '04; Terry Roberts 82; A n d y  Rucker '06; N ick Rudanovich '04; Kensey Russell '03; 
Robert Rutherford '06; Josh Sales '00; Gerry Schlueter 84; Casey Shaffer '05; Gaurav Shah ’06; 
Eugene Shoykhet '02; Justin Shropshire '06; Sue Sim m ons 84; Jonathan Som m er '04;
Fred Stackley  '0 3 ; Craig Staley  '0 5 ; Neal Stanton 87; D avid Steagall 84; Joy Stein '05;
Reid Stephens '0 4 ; Erik Stidham  '04; Laura Stirnem ann '05; Guy Storm  '03; Jason Stratm an ’94; 
Mike Stringer 79; Prashant Sura '00; James Swingle '01; Larry Taber '00, '01; Ken Talley '98;
Robert Tapella 74; Chris Taylor '98; Jeffrey Thom as  '0 0 ; Katie Thom pson  '0 6 ; A aron Ticknor '05; 
Gale Towery 74; Jesse Vance 81; Joe Vance 69; Natalie Vanderspiegel '02, '04; Jonathan  
VanHouten '03; Mike Vaugh '01; M ark Viox 80; Christian Washington '04; Steve Watts 88; 
Elisabeth Wells '06; Robin Wheeler '95; Aaron W hitney  '0 5 ; Josh Wigger '04; Jam es Wilkerson '04; 
M ark W inschel '00; Jeff Wood; M ark Young 75; J.T. Zakrzew ski '98; and M ark Zeien  '0 7 .








Donald Wayne Cone Jr.,
Econ, AE: "I accepted a position 
with the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) as an air 
traffic controller in May 2006.
I spent seven and a half weeks at 
the FAA Academy in Oklahoma 
City, and then started at the 
Abilene, Texas, Air Traffic Control 
Tower in July. I am also teaching 
part-time at the Texas State 
Technical College -  West Texas 
Air Academy."
Brett Robbins, CE, serves in the 
U.S. Navy and is stationed in Japan. 
He recently graduated from the 
Navy's flight program.
2003
Christina Ayres, Math, MS 
Math'06, is a mathematics 
instructor at East Central College 
in St. Louis.
2004
Wes Day, EE: "I accepted a job 
developing endodontic surgical 
equipment. I'm still a master's 
student at Marquette University 
in biomedical engineering working 
on my thesis in the neurology 
department at the Medical 
College of Wisconsin."
Joseph Henry Haggard, CE:
"Life is good in northwest 
Missouri. I finished my first bridge 
project the spring of 2006 without 
any problems."
Alidad Mohammadi, MS
MetE'04, is working on his 
doctorate at the University 
of Connecticut.
Cassandra L. Stone, CE, joined 
Opus Northwest LLC as associate 
project manager in St. Louis.
2005
Kathleen Marie Lofton, GGph, 
Hist: "Garrett Euler, GGph'04, and 
I are still in St. Louis working our 
way through grad school. If any 
of our former classmates or 
professors find their way here, 
look us up."
I  Adam Siburt,
CE, joined 






Kyle Darnell, ArchE, joined ARCO  
Construction Co. as a project 
manager in St. Louis.
Jamie Jenshak, MS EE, received 
the 2006 Science, Mathematics 
and Research for Transformation 
Defense Fellowship from the U.S. 
Department of Defense. He is 
working on his doctorate at the 
University of Kansas.
UMR
EN G IN EER IN G
Mechanical Engineering Alumni
Show off your pride with our new mechanical engineering shirt.
This 7 ounce, 100 percent cotton pique tubular sport (polo) shirt is produced by Gildan. The taped 
welt collar and cuffs embrace the three-button placket with wood-tone buttons and is finished 
with a double-hemmed bottom. It boldly displays Mechanical Engineering at UMR on the left front 
of the shirt in embroidered white threading. Polos are being sold for a limited time by ASME at the 
University of Missouri-Rolla. Available in charcoal gray.
Size (Cost each): S, M, L, XL ($32); 2XL ($33.50); 3XL ($34.50)
Please complete the following ordering information and postmark with payment to: ASME (UMR), 218 Havener Center, 




Size: □ Small □ Medium □ Large □ X-Large □ XXL □ XXXL
Quantity: ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____
Total: ____________________________________________
M a k e  c h e c k s  p a y a b l e  to: A S M E ,  U N I V E R S I T Y  OF M I S S O U R I - R O L L A  • Q u e s t i o n s ?  E M A I L :  A S M E @ U M R . E D U









for publish ing in 
l /M R  Magazine
•  We are happy to announce weddings, births 
and promotions, after they have occurred.
•  We will mention a spouse’s name if it is 
specifically mentioned in the information 
provided by the alumnus/alumna.
•  The UMR Magazine will announce deaths,
if information is submitted by an immediate 
family member, or from a newspaper obituary. 
Notification of deaths that have occurred more 
than two years before the date of publication 
will not be published unless a special request 
is made by a family member.
•  Obituary information on alumni spouses will be 
printed only if the alumnus/alumna specifically 
requests that we print it.
•  We will print addresses if specifically requested to 
do so by the alumnus/alumna submitting the note.
•  We reserve the right to edit alumni notes 
to meet space requirements.
•  We will use submitted photos as space permits.
1932
William Brewer
CE, was a member 
of Sigma Nu# 
Satyrs, Theta Tau 
and the football 
team while 
attending 
MSM-UMR. He retired from 




was a member of 
the tennis team, 
Glee Club and 
Senior Council 
while attending 
MSM-UMR. He retired after 
30 years with Lockheed Corp.
Mr. Rodgers loved silversmithing, 
making many pieces of jewelry for 
his family. tSept. 11, 2006
Edward C.
Kozeny, EE, was 
a member of Phi 
Kappa Phi, Theta 
Tau, Tau Beta Pi 
and Senior Council 
and received First 
Honors while attending MSM- 
UMR. He retired from Universal 
Match Corp. tDec. 7, 2005
Donald F. 
McCarron, MetE, 
was a member of 
the Army ROTC, 
Blue Key, Tau 
Beta Pi and the 
Roll a mo staff while 
attending MSM-UMR. He retired 








a member of Tau 
Beta Pi while 
attending MSM- 
UMR. He retired 
from Sho-Me
Power in 1974 after 35 years with 
the company. He influenced many 
with his love of history, particularly 
the American West, music, 
architecture and cutting-edge 
technology. tO ct. 29, 2006Russell A. Gund
EE, was a member 
of Pi Kappa Alpha, 
Blue Key and 
the track team 
while attending 
MSM-UMR. He 
retired as president of Electrical 
Constructors of Tulsa Inc.
Mr. Gund served as president 
of the Society of Professional 
Engineers and the Oklahoma 
Arabian Horse Association and 
was a Sertoman for many years. 
tSept. 8, 2006
James V. Heddell
CerE, was a 
member of 
the band, the 
Shamrock Club 
and the varsity 
tennis team while 
attending MSM-UMR. He served 
in the U.S. Navy during World War 
II, earning the rank of commander. 
Mr. Heddell retired from the China 
Lake Naval Weapons Center in 
1980. He had many interests, and 
once played his clarinet for Harry 




Reagan, EE, was 
a member of the 




UMR. He retired in 1988 as a 
consulting/field engineer in 
Atlanta. Mr. Reagan was active 
in his church and the Oasis 
Shrine Temple in Charlotte, N.C. 
tO ct. 30, 2006
Daniel R. Stewart




UMR. He was a 
consulting mining 
geologist before his retirement. 
tNov. 21, 2006
Ralph H. Brouk,
MetE, was a 
member of Kappa 
Sigma and the 
swimming team 
while attending 
M SM-UMR. He 
served in the Naval Research Lab 
in Washington, D.C. Mr. Brouk 
was elected to the Missouri 







was a member of 




UMR. He retired after 24 years 
with Electric Energy Inc. Mr. 
M cColgin was active in his church 
and served as past president of 
the Kiwanis Club, a member 
of the Elks Club and a volunteer 
math teacher for adult education 
classes. tSept. 14, 2006
(continued on the next page)







The photo used with Ronald C. 
James’ memorial on page 46 of the 
Fall 2006 issue of the UMR M agazin e  
was incorrect. That was a picture of 
Clarence L. Jackson, PetE’61, who 
lives in Owensboro, Ky.
a
 Ronald C. James, Chem’60,
Sigma, Tau Beta Pi and 
Scholastic Honors while 
attending MSM-UMR.
He was a physician at the University of 
Missouri Hospital and Clinics. For more 
than 30 years, Dr. James, who was 
diagnosed with diabetes at age 11, 
served as medical director of the 
Central Missouri Diabetes Children’s 
Camp, also known as Camp Hickory Hill, 
in Columbia, Mo. He initiated similar 
camps in the Republic of Georgia and 
the former Soviet Union. 
fMarch 8, 2006
Robert G. Meiners, NDD, was a 
member of Phi Kappa Theta while 
attending MSM-UMR. He served 
as a pilot in the U.S. Navy during 
World War II. He was founder and 
operator of Meiners Sales Co. 
and was active in his church. 
tAug. 10, 2006
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while attending
MSM-UMR. He was an associate 
professor of mining engineering 
and engineering management 
at UMR from 1968 to 1985. 
tjuly 30, 2006
Robert C. Franz, NDD, was a 
member of Lambda Chi Alpha 
while attending MSM-UMR.
He served as a captain in the U.S. 
Air Force during World War II.
Mr. Franz retired as president 
and chief operating officer from 
Raymond Eisenhardt & Sons in 
Oakland, N.J. tAug. 6, 2006
1 9 4 6
John F. Coulthard,
MinE, was a 
member of AIME 
while attending 
MSM-UMR. He 
retired from Union 
Carbide in 1991. 
After retirement, Mr. Coulthard 
enjoyed making furniture and 
restoring clocks. He was an active 
member of the Riverton, Wyo.,
Fly Wheelers, the local Masonic 
lodge and the museum society. 
tO ct. 4, 2006
Phillip S. Fishman, CE, was a
member of the tennis team 
and the Student Council while 
attending MSM-UMR. He was 
a veteran of World War II and 
later owned a commercial real 
estate business in Monroe, La.
Mr. Fishman loved baseball and 
pitched for the Jaycees for more
than 46 years, until he was 76.
He was active in his temple and 
the local Humane Society. 
tO ct. 3, 2006
■
 Raymond B.
Jones, CerE, was a 
member of Sigma 
Pi and Tau Beta Pi 
while attending 
MSM-UMR.
He was a general 
partner at K & R Jones Co. 
tjune 26, 2006
1 9 4 8
Elmer R. Broadbent, CE, was a
member of Phi Kappa Phi while 
attending MSM-UMR. He was a 
second lieutenant in the U.S. Army 
during World War II and received 
the Bronze Star. He retired as a 
consulting engineer with Barnard 
and Burke in Baton Rouge, La.
He enjoyed restoring antebellum 
homes and was a master gardener. 
He and his wife purchased and 
ran a bed and breakfast until his 
illness. fO ct. 11,2006
William F. Ellis,
PetE, was a 
member of Kappa 
Alpha and the 
ROTC while 
attending MSM- 
UMR. He served in 
World War II with the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers. Mr. Ellis 
worked for United Gas Corp. for 
36 years and retired as division 
production manager for Cotton 
Petroleum Co. in 1984. He was 
active in his church and was 
president of the Houston District 
Board of Missions. fSept. 28, 2006
John J. “Bud" 
Kueser EE, was a 
member of Sigma 
Pi while attending 
MSM-UMR.
He served in the 
U.S. Navy during 
World War II. Mr. Kueser worked 
at Knapp-Monarch for 25 years, 
then National Vendors for 20 
years, where he designed coffee 
dispensing machines used 




was a member of 
Alpha Chi Sigma, 
Tau Beta Pi and 
the rifle club while 
attending MSM- 
UMR. Mr. Bockstruck retired in 
1988 after 36 years with Olin Corp. 
He was active in his church and 
enjoyed hunting, fishing and 
competitive shooting. He won 
numerous awards, including the 
Outstanding Sportsman Award in 
1996 from the National Shooting 
Sports Foundation, tjuly 25, 2006
Robert E. Carnahan, NDD, 
was a member of Sigma Pi while 
attending MSM-UMR. He owned 
a real estate company in Rolla and 
was president of the Missouri 
Association of Realtors in 1979.
Mr. Carnahan was the husband of 
Oma Carnahan, Engl'72, and the 
brother of the late Missouri Gov. 
Mel Carnahan. fSept. 30, 2006
William H. 
Gammon, ChE, 
was a member of 
Kappa Sigma, Blue 
Key, Alpha Chi 
Sigma and the 
football team 
while attending MSM-UMR.
He received a Purple Heart for his 
service in the U.S. Marine Corps 
during World War II. Mr. Gammon 
was senior vice president of 
Ashland Inc. when he retired in 
1981. He was a Shriner and was 
active in many organizations, 
including serving as MSM-UMR 
Alumni Association director and 
chair of the athletic study 
committee for many years. 
fSept. 8, 2006
Joseph E. Greig, ME, was a
member of choir and orchestra 
while attending MSM-UMR. He 
was a U.S. Navy pilot during World 
War II and the Korean War, and 
retired after 31 years of service as 
a Navy commander. Mr. Grieg 
was a 32nd degree Mason and a 
very active member of National 
Sojourners. tAug. 13, 2006
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Daniel P. Letizia,
CE, was a member 
of AIEE and ASCE 
while attending 
MSM-UMR.
He retired as vice 
president and chief 
estimator from V. Jobst and Sons 




was a member of 
Kappa Alpha, 
Alpha Chi Sigma, 
Tau Beta Pi and 
Student Council 
while attending MSM-UMR.
He retired from Fluor Corp. in 
Irvine, Calif. +Feb. 27, 2006
Lawrence 
Spanberger, EE,
was a member of 
Tau Beta Pi, the 
Engineer Club and 
Chi Sigma while 
attending MSM- 
UMR. He was a former project 
administrator for the State of 
Illinois. fM ay 29, 2006
Raymond J. 
Williams, ChE, 
was a member of 
Triangle, Blue Key, 
Tau Beta Pi and 
the swimming 
team while 
attending MSM-UMR. He retired 
from Formica Corp. fA ug. 12, 2006
David G. Wisdom,
CE, was a member 
of Lambda Chi 
Alpha, Student 
Council and Army 
ROTC while 
attending MSM- 
UMR. He served as a second 
lieutenant in the U.S. Arm y during 
World War II. Mr. Wisdom retired 
from American Bridge Co. in 
1991 and later was assistant city 
engineer for the city of Cary, Ind. 
He was active in his church and 
local Lions Club. fO ct. 12, 2006
1950
Lloyd DeHekker,
ChE, was a 
member of Alpha 
Chi Sigma and 
Tau Beta Pi while 
attending MSM- 
UMR. He worked 
for the U.S. Navy's Bureau of Naval 




president of ACS 
and a member of 
Keramos while 
attending MSM- 
UMR. He served 
in the U.S. Army Air Corps during 
World War II and retired from 
the New Jersey Department of 
Transportation. Mr. Hellriegel 
was a member of the Knights of 
Columbus. fDec. 28, 2005
S
R. Norman
Holme, MetE, was 
a member of Tau
choir, orchestra,
while attending 
MSM-UMR. He retired from 
the American Cyanamid Co. 
tMarch 9, 2006
Donald A. Juza,




UMR. He served 
in the U.S. Navy 
during World War II and retired 
from the Wisconsin Highway 
Department. Mr. Juza enjoyed the 
outdoors, gardening, Fishing and 
hunting. fO ct. 27, 2006
Hugh W. 
McFadden, ME,
was a member of 
Sigma Nu while 
attending MSM- 
UMR. He retired 
from Maren 
Engineering in Holland, III. 
tDec. 1, 2005
Henri S. Rigo, MS CE, retired after 
many years with N A C A  in Ohio. 
tDec. 29, 2005
Howard C. Wehling ME, was a
member of ASME while attending 
MSM-UMR. He was a former 
employee of LTV-Jones & Laughlin 
in Cleveland, Ohio, tjuly 26, 2005
Donald Bertel, CE,
was the first vice 
president of APO 
and a member 
of ASCE while 
attending MSM- 
UMR. He served in 
the U.S. Navy during World War II. 
Mr. Bertel retired after 35 years 
working in various positions and 
locations for Missouri Pacific 
Railroad, then founded Trax 
Engineering and Associates in 
Texas. After his second retirement, 
he enjoyed traveling and 
charitable pursuits, including 
building churches in several states 
and a church for the deaf in 
Illinois, tjuly 28, 2006
Charles L. Boyd,
EE, was a member 
of Tau Beta Pi and 
Army ROTC while 
attending MSM- 
UMR. He retired 
from ExxonMobil 
Corp. tO ct. 28, 2005
Eldridge S. "Al" Middour, MS
GGph, was a member of Sigma Xi 
and taught paleontology while 
attending MSM-UMR. He served 
in the U.S. Army during World 
War II and later ran his own 
business in Texas. Mr. Middour 
donated many paleontology 
samples to the UM R Rock 
Museum. He loved to travel 
and enjoyed attending his 
grandchildren's sporting events 
and rodeos. tO ct. 28, 2006
(continued on the next page)
Gabriel George Skitek 
1919-2006
Gabriel George Skitek, an MSM
graduate and a former UMR faculty 
member in the electrical engineering 
department, died on Sept. 23, 2006, 
in Nixa, Mo.
After serving in the Army Air Corps 
during World War II, Mr. Skitek, EE’43, 
MS EE’49, taught at UMR from 1943 to 
1980. He touched the lives of many 
students, including David Wisherd, 
EE’69. In 1995, Wisherd contributed to 
UMRs Emerson Hall project in order 
to name the Gabriel G. Skitek 
Electromagnetics Laboratory after 
one of his favorite professors.
Mr. Skitek co-founded the electrical 
engineering honor society at UMR,
Eta Kappa Nu. He was a member of 
the Order of the Golden Shillelagh, a 
member of First Christian Church in 
Rolla, and a member of the Lions Club 
of Rolla.
In retirement, Mr. Skitek and his 
wife, Edith, enjoyed collecting antiques. 
After residing in Rolla from 1943 to 
2003, health issues forced them to 
relocate to Nixa, where they were 
closer to family and doctors.
Contributions may be made in 
Gabriel Skitek’s name to the Eta Kappa 
Nu Scholarship that he established 
through the electrical engineering 
departm ent at UMR.
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Dr. Darrow Finch Dawson,
professor emeritus of electrical 
engineering at UMR, died Feb. 28, 
at the age of 76.
Dr. Dawson began his tenure at 
UMR in 1969 as an associate professor 
of electrical engineering. In 1986, he 
was named professor. He retired in 2000. 
He was a member of the Institute of 
Electrical and Electronic Engineers.
In 1972, Dr. Dawson joined a team 
of UMR professors sent to Phu Tho 
University in Saigon, Vietnam, assisting 
Vietnamese students. Later he helped 
many of those students complete their 
degrees in the United States.
Dr. Dawson is survived by his wife, 
Marian; his brother, Ryley; son Kevin 
and his wife, Laura; daughter Kathryn 
Moneysmith and her husband, Jim; 
daughter Jennifer McQuade and her 
husband, Don; and son Jeffrey and 
his wife, Lori; 18 grandchildren, eight 
great-grandchildren, and many nieces 
and nephews.
Ervin H. Sieck, EE,
was a member of 




UMR. He served in 
the U.S. Army during World War II 
and worked in the steel industry 
in the Chicago area. fO ct. 21, 2006
Richard C. 
Cooper, EE, was a 




He served in the 
U.S. Army during World War II 
and retired from Westinghouse 
in Dallas. Mr. Cooper enjoyed 
volunteering at his local 
elementary school and spending 
time with his grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren, tjuly 29, 2006
Harold R. Crane,
CE, was a member 
of Theta Kappa Phi 
while attending 
MSM-UMR. He 
served as captain 
in the U.S. Air 
Force Reserve and was a veteran 
of the Korean War. Mr. Crane 
founded Crane and Fleming,
Crane Design Croup and Hannibal 
Testing Lab. He was extremely 
supportive of and involved in 
the community of Hannibal, Mo., 
and served as president of the 
Chamber of Commerce and 
the Rotary Club. Mr. Crane 
received many community awards, 
including the governor's Industrial 
Leader of the Year Award. 
fO ct. 17, 2006
Denver S. Patton,
ME, was a 





He served in the U.S. Navy during 
World War II. Mr. Patton worked 
for Brown & Root in Jacksonville, 
Texas, and was a Mason. 
tAug. 7, 2006
1 9 5 2
Eugene T. 
Vanderheyden,
MetE, was a 
member of 
Theta Xi and the 
Rollamo board 
while attending 
MSM-UMR. He retired from 
Alcoa, Inc. tAug. 2, 2006
Sylvester "Ted" 
Algermissen,
GGph, was a 
member of Phi 
Kappa Theta,
Blue Key and the 
Rollamo board 
while attending MSM-UMR.
After receiving his doctorate 
from St. Louis University and 
Washington University, he worked 
for the U.S. Geological Survey 
(USGS) for many years, developing 
a seismic hazard map which was 
used in the field for more than 
25 years and the first probabilistic 
earthquake ground-motion map. 
Mr. Algermissen received the 
USGS Meritorious Service Award 
for his work modernizing foreign 
countries' hazard estimation 
procedures. fSept. 19, 2006
William E. "Gene" 
Bennett, ME,
was a member of 
Student Council, 
the Tech Club and 
Kappa Mu Epsilon 
and helped 
Professor Chuck Remington and 
the late George Glodfelter, ME'53, 
co-found the student chapter of 
SAE while attending MSM-UMR. 
He founded the custom air­
handling equipment company 
W EBCO in Springfield, Mo., after 
holding positions at Rose Metal, JB 
McCarty Plumbing & Heating and 
General Motors. fO ct. 20, 2006
1953
Clifford W. Dye,
GGph, was a 
member of Sigma 
Phi Epsilon, Blue 
Key, Tau Beta Pi 
and the Rollamo 
board while 
attending MSM-UMR. After 
serving in the U.S. Army for three 
years, he worked for Pure Oil Co., 
Union Oil of California, Damson 
Oil Co. and Swift Energy in 
Houston. fO ct. 28, 2006
Hollis C. 
Matteson, ME,
was a member of 
Pi Kappa Alpha, 
Army ROTC and 
the football team 
while attending 
MSM-UMR. He served in the 
U.S. Army and was president and 
chief operations officer of New 
jersey construction company 
Burns & Roe. tNov. 4, 2006
Thomas E. 
Million, EE, was a 
member of Kappa 
Alpha and the 
Radio Club while 
attending MSM- 
UMR. He retired 




was a member of 
the Independents, 
Tau Beta Pi, Pi 
Tau Sigma and 
Army ROTC while 
attending MSM-UMR. He retired 
after 36 years with Oak Ridge 
National Laboratory in Tennessee, 
tjuly 29, 2006
1 9 5 5
1954
52 UMR MAGAZINE I SPRING 2007
William J. O'Neill,
CE, MS CE'60, was 
a member of Chi 
Epsilon and Tau 
Beta Pi while 
attending MSM- 
UMR. He served in 
the U.S. Army during World War II 
and the Korean War, earning two 
Silver Stars, a Bronze Star, and 
two Purple Hearts. Mr. O'Neill 
was chief of public works for the 
U.S. State Department in Asia.
He began his own construction 
company in Vietnam that 
expanded to several Asian 
countries. Mr. O'Neill retired to 
Las Vegas in 1990, where he 
enjoyed his family, golf and 
storytelling. fO ct. 29, 2006
Frank P. Celiberti
ChE, was a 
member of Pi 
Kappa Alpha, the 
Newman Center 
and the Rollamo 
board while 
attending MSM-UMR. He worked 
for Aramco in Saudi Arabia and 
Mobil Oil Co. throughout 
the world, retiring in 1989.
Mr. Celiberti was active in his 
church and in the Knights of 
Columbus. He enjoyed his 
grandchildren and spending time 
on his farm in New York State. 
tSept. 21, 2006
1 9 5 7
Perry L. Parker Jr.,
CE, was a member 
o fA SC E while 
attending MSM- 
UMR. He had his 
own company 
for 21 years in 
Columbus, Kan. tSept. 26, 2005
by AlMant




MS ME'60, was a 
member of Pi Tau 
Sigma and Army 
ROTC while 
attending 
MSM-UMR. He retired after 
30 years with Ford Motor Co.
Mr. Baumgartner was active in 
UMR's Academy of Mechanical 
and Aerospace Engineering, was a 
class coordinator and served on 
the UM R Order of the Golden 
Shillelagh executive committee.
He and his wife, Marsha, regularly 
attended Motor City Section 
events. fO ct. 24, 2006
Alfred E. 
Segelhorst, EE,
was a member of 




He spent his entire career with 
Hughes Aircraft, working on 
the world's first synchronous 
communications satellite and the 
soft Lunar Lander. Mr. Segelhorst 
was active in his church and 
volunteered at a local food bank. 
fOct. 7, 2006
Calvin W. Foster,
CE, was a 




He was city 
engineer in Raytown, Mo., and 
worked for the U.S. General 
Service Administration for 35 
years. Mr. Foster enjoyed bridge, 
bowling, gardening and his 
grandchildren. tNov. 1, 2006
1958
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John O. Richey,
EE, was a member 
of AIEE hile
MSM-
H  UMR. He served 
in the U.S. Navy 
during the Korean 
War and worked for the Missouri 
Public Service Commission for 36 
years. Mr. Richey was a member of 
VFW, the American Legion and 
the National Rifle Association and 
enjoyed handcrafting sailboats. 
tAug. 27, 2006
Jerrel D. Smith,
ME, was a 
member of the 




He served in the U.S. Army in the 
Korean War. Mr. Smith retired in 
1995 from Union Electric Co. as 
vice president of environmental 
and safety. After the Federal Clean 
Air Act of 1970, he worked with 
coal-burning plants and was often 
asked to testify on federal and 
state levels. After retirement,
Mr. Smith taught and worked as a 
consultant on proposed Clean Air 
Act regulations. tSept. 15, 2006
Jack A. Yeakey,
ME, was a member 
of SAE and ASME 
while attending 
MSM-UMR. He 
retired from the 
Naval Air Weapons 
Station in China Lake, Calif, 
tjune 1, 2006
1959
Andrew J. Bradley, served in the 
U.S. Navy during World War II and 
in the U.S. Air Force during the 
Korean War. He became a major 
during the Vietnam War, where 
he flew more than 100 missions as 
a navigator on B52s. Mr. Bradley 
retired from the Air Force in 1971, 
then managed restaurants for 
several years. He enjoyed golf 
and travel. fO ct. 20, 2006
(continued on the next page)
friends
Otto Bean, former Missouri legislator, 
tjuly 16, 2006
Eva Mae Best, wife of John L. Best, CE'55,
MS CE'57, tMay 4, 2006
John Black, tAug. 26, 2006
Edward D. Burton, tAug. 13, 2006
Eugenia M. Colman, wife of the late 
Howard B. Colman, ChE'36, tDec. 9,2005
Helen E. Crider, wife of the late 
Foster K. Crider, NDD'28, tjuly 19, 2006
Lorene H. Cullison, wife of the late James S. 
Cullison, MS GGph'30, tjuly 26, 2005
Florence L. Eason, wife of the late Donald E. 
Eason, EE'49, tApril 19, 2006
Caroline Elgin, wife of Robert L. Elgin, CE'37, 
tOct. 4, 2006
Carmel Davis Garstang, wife of William 
Garstang, tSept. 26, 2006
Martan Gutierrez, wife of Ernie Gutierrez, 
Engl'77, and mother of UMR staff member 
Cecilia Gutierrez Elmore, EMgt'86, 
tSept. 26, 2006
Giles Hamilton, tjuly 23, 2006
Nelson A. Hart, tSept. 26, 2006
Georgia N. Haubein, wife of Wendell L. 
Haubein, CerE'56, tjune 19,2006
Grace E. Lemasters, wife of Grant Lemasters, 
tNov. 13, 2006
Warren O. Lemp, tAug. 27, 2006
Jack McDermott, tOct. 17, 2006
Lenore Morris, tO ct. 19, 2006
Bertha G. Movitz, mother of KUMR radio 
producer Norm Movitz, tSept. 16, 2006
(continued on page 55)








Patricia Jean “P.J.” McGinnis,
CSci’Ol, of Rolla, died July 20, 2006.
Ms. McGinnis was a librarian at UMR’s 
Curtis Laws Wilson Library. In addition 
to her UMR degree, she held a masters 
degree in library science from the 
University of Missouri-Columbia.
.Ms. McGinnis is survived by her 
parents, Pat and Lyla McGinnis; brother 
David C. Smith and his wife, Marcia; 
uncle Everett McGinnis and his wife, 
Marilyn; cousin Terry Rohr and her 
husband, Ray; and two nephews.
Memorial contributions were 
suggested to the American Cancer 
Society or the Salem Avenue Baptist 
Church in Rolla.
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Donald E. Brown,
ChE, was a 
member of Sigma 
Phi Epsilon and 
the St. Pat's Board 
while attending 
M SM-UMR.
He worked in the field of quality 
assurance at McDonnell Douglas 
Corp. and The Boeing Co.
Allen E. Deddens,
CE, was a member 
of Lambda Chi 
Alpha while 
attending MSM- 
UMR. He served 
in the U.S. Air 
Force during the Korean War 
and worked at Nooter Corp. in 
St. Louis for 25 years. Mr. Deddens 
and his wife operated a preschool 
in California for eight years. After 
retirement, he won Novice Carver 
of the Year for his decorative 
wildfowl carving, and enjoyed 
traveling and fishing. 
fM arch 27, 2006
Ralph G. Tross,
CE, MS Phys'66, 
PhD Phys'68, 
was a member of 
Chi Epsilon, Tau 
Beta Pi and the 
Canterbury Club 
while attending M SM-UMR.
He retired from the University 
of Ottawa in Ontario, Canada.
John W.
Donaldson, ChE, 
was a member of 
Acacia, Blue Key, 
Alpha Chi Sigma, 
choir, orchestra, 
Arm y RO TC and 
Tau Beta Pi while attending MSM- 
UMR. He served in the U.S. Army 
and worked for Union Carbide for 
almost 30 years. After retirement, 
Mr. Donaldson was plant manager 
for the Sheltered Workshop for 
the Blind in Kansas City, Mo.
He was a former deacon and 





Larry K. Murphy, EE, was a
member of Lambda Chi Alpha 
while attending MSM-UMR.
He served in the U.S. Army and 
retired from Verizon (formerly 
GTE) in 1996. fO ct. 10, 2006
Allen D. Early,
ChE, was a 
member of the 
football team, 
Blue Key, Alpha 
Chi Sigma, Tau 
Beta Pi, the 
Independents, the Tech Engine 
Club and Student Council while 
attending M SM-UMR. He retired 
as director of research and 
development from Procter & 
Gamble after 35 years with the 
company. fO ct. 2, 2006
Frank H. 
Speckhart, ME,
was a member of 
Lambda Chi Alpha, 
Tau Beta Pi, Pi Tau 
Sigma and SAE 
while attending 
MSM-UMR. He received master's 
and doctorate degrees from 
Georgia Institute of Technology.
Dr. Speckhart taught mechanical 
and aerospace engineering at the 
University of Tennessee for 39 
years and was an active member 
of his church. fSept. 6, 2006
Lawrence R. 
Hanson, Chem, 
was a member of 
the Independents 
and the W.T. 
Schrenk Society 
while attending 
MSM-UMR. He worked at 
Trowelon Inc. as a chemical and 
coating specialist for many years, 
then worked at Carboline Co. 
in Lake Charles, La., until his 
retirement. Mr. Hanson enjoyed 
traveling, camping with his 





EE, was a member 
of Tau Beta Pi, the 
RO TC band, the 
Independents 
and the Shamrock 
Club while 
attending MSM-UMR. After 
receiving a master's degree from 
Purdue University, he worked 
for General Motors Research 
Laboratory developing electric 
propulsion systems for various 
projects, including the Apollo 
Lunar Rover. He worked in the 
automated test equipment field 
for 40 years, winning numerous 
awards and a patent in 2000. 
tjuly 28, 2006
John R. Roop,
MS ChE, was a 
member of Sigma 




He retired as a colonel in the 
U.S. Army. tJune 11,2006
James T. Smith,
EE, was a member 
of the Radio Club 
while attending 
MSM-UMR.
He worked at 
The Boeing Co. 
for more than 35 years, designing 
target generators to test fighter 
radar. Mr. Smith enjoyed building 
electronics and playing with his 
granddaughter. fNov. 1, 2006
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James S. Allison,
MetE, was a 
member of the 
golf team, the 
St. Pat's Board, 
Theta Chi, the 
Baptist Student 
Union, Phi Alpha Theta and Sigma 
Gamma Epsilon while attending 
MSM-UMR. He retired from 
Texas Gas Transmission Corp. 
and Western Kentucky Gas.
Mr. Allison was active in his 
church, volunteered in many 
charitable organizations and was 
an avid tennis player, golfer and 
reader, tApril 11, 2006
1966
Robert L. Ryser,
ME, was a member 
of Theta Xi, St.
Pat's Board, Army 
ROTC and SAE 
while attending 
MSM-UMR.
He worked as a project manager 
in the oil and power industry in 
Texas. In 2004, he and his wife 
took their family to Hawaii for 
a memorable 39th wedding 
anniversary, tjune 17, 2005
Andrew J. Polcyn, ME, MS CE'7S, 
was a member of Sigma Pi while 
attending MSM-UMR. He 
was president of Advance 
Environmental Associates in 
St. Charles, Mo. tjuly 1, 2006
John R. Warner,
GeoE, MS GeoE'71, 
was a member of 
Lambda Chi Alpha, 
Blue Key, Army 
ROTC, Circle K 
and Sigma Gamma 
Epsilon while attending MSM- 
UMR. He served on the Alumni 
Advisory Academy and the 
Corporate Advisory Board.
Mr. Warner was executive vice 
president, director of international 
operations and a member of the 
board of directors for Ryder Scott 
Co. In 2004, he joined Ralph E. 
Davis Associates Inc. as senior 
vice president. Mr. Warner served 
as chairman of the Gulf Coast 
Section of the Society of 
Petroleum Engineers and on 




UMR. He worked 
for Kerr-McGee and founded 
Oklahoma Mineral Resources, 
tjune 8, 2006
Daniel E. Maschmann, CE, was a
member of Delta Sigma Phi while 
attending MSM-UMR. He was a 
longtime employee and former 
president of Buescher Frankenberg 
Associates Inc. in Washington, Mo. 
fO ct. 17, 2005
1973
John M. Page, NDD, was a 
member of Sigma Pi and worked 
on the Missouri Miner while 
attending MSM-UMR. He 
received a nuclear engineering 
degree from the University of 
California and began a career in 
computer software. Mr. Page 
enjoyed singing and gardening, 
often with his dog by his side. 
tO ct. 7, 2006
1969
Donald G. Cunningham, EE,
was a member of Delta Sigma Phi 
while attending MSM-UMR.
He was a U.S. Air Force veteran 
and worked for York International 
in Indianapolis for 26 years, retiring 
in 1999. fO ct. 14, 2006
Theodore W. 
Holland, GGph, 
retired from the 
U.S. Bureau of Land 
Management in 
1991, then worked 
as a consultant for
Robert L. 
Wethington,
GeoE, CE'72, was a 
member of Phi 
Kappa Theta while 
attending MSM- 
UMR. He was a 
state land surveyor with the 
Missouri Department of Natural 
Resources for 23 years and a 
lifetime member of the American 
Society of Civil Engineers. 
fO ct. 9, 2006
1975
James R. Fuller ME, owned Fuller 
Engineering in Greeneville, Tenn. 
tjan. 16, 2006
Kerry R. Hay, ME, was a member 
of Sigma Pi while attending 
MSM-UMR. He worked 15 years 
for Big Rivers Electric Corp. in 
Henderson, Ky., then moved to 
Oklahoma, where he worked for 
Western Farmers Electric Co-op in 
Anadarko. His unexpected wit was 
a memorable trait. tSept. 7, 2006
1976
15 years. fM ay 6, 2006 Robert W. Vlcek, EE, was a
member of Delta Sigma Phi while 
attending MSM-UMR. He worked 
for the City of Springfield, III. 
tAug. 23, 2006
(continued on the next page)
Yong Suk "Julie" Sibley
Yong Suk “Julie” Sibley, former 
coordinator of graduate admissions 
in the UMR admissions office, died 
Jan. 2, 2007. She was 58.
Mrs. Sibley was a member of 
the UMR staff for nearly 25 years, 
beginning with a position in the 
registrars office in April 1982.
She moved to the admissions office 
in February 1988.
Born in Kyongki-do, Korea, Mrs. 
Sibley became a U.S. citizen in 1975.
Mrs. Sibley is survived by her 
husband, Richard, and two sons, John 
and Adam, who is a graduate student 
in chemical engineering at UMR.
friends continued...
Barbara Pugh, tAug. 17, 2006
Wilma C. Regenhardt, wife of the late 
Edward T. Regenhardt, CE'30, fFeb. 15, 2006
Elizabeth Richard, tjuly 21, 2006
John Short, father of John R. Short, EMgt'76, 
and former UMR Army ROTC instructor, 
tSept. 20, 2006
Joseph Burch, second husband of Maurita 
Stueck, widow of C.F.P. Stueck, CE'43, 
tAug. 12, 2005
Margaret Kilpatrick Summers, mother of 
UM R Curators’ Professor of mining and 
nuclear engineering David A. Summers, 
tAug. 23, 2006
Peter H. Sweeney, tjuly 17, 2006
Malcolm J. "Bud" Timpe, tO ct. 1, 2006
Harriett Ann Weiss, wife of the late Gordon 
E. Weiss. tAug. 10, 2006
Sam F. Wyant, husband of Joan Wyant, 
Engl'75, tMay 21, 2004
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Spelunkers Club 
while attending M SM -UM R.
After earning master's and 
doctoral degrees in materials 
science and engineering from the 
University of Washington, he 
worked on post-doctoral research 
in japan and Denmark with 
his family for five years.
Dr. Armstrong taught at the 
University of Wyoming and held 
numerous patents. He enjoyed 
outdoor activities with his children 
and had a great sense of humor. 
tAug. 23, 2006
Michael E. Crain, GeoE, was a 
member of the Spelunkers Club 
while attending M SM -UM R.
He was chief of the U.S. Arm y 
Corps of Engineers Om aha District 
Geology Section for 10 years, 
then transferred to the Corps'
Hazardous, Toxic and Radioactive 
Waste Center of Expertise, where 
he worked on hazardous waste 
projects around the country and 
the world. Mr. Crain enjoyed 
woodworking, fishing, hunting, 
reading, singing and playing his 
guitar. fO ct. 19, 2006
1987
H
 Brown Jr. was a
member of A SCE 
while attending 
MSM-UMR. He 
was a veteran of 
the U.S. Arm y and 
worked for the City of Rolla as city 
engineer. Mr. Brown continued his 
membership with ASCE and was 
a registered land surveyor. He 
loved trout fishing and hunting. 
tSept. 13, 2006
1999
Jason Joseph DeSalvo, CSci, 
worked for Am docs as a 
programmer. fO ct. 31, 2006
2000
Timothy Allen Becker, BSci, was 
a member of the Residence Hall 
Association and Circle K and was 
an Honorary Knight of St. Patrick 
while attending M SM -UM R.
He worked for Monsanto and, 
for the past five years, for St. Louis 
University in the biology research 
lab. fNov. 3, 2006
2001
Joseph Richard Ferstl, ME,
worked for Siemens Westinghouse 
in Houston. He traveled frequently 
with his job, including managing a 
job last year in Korea. Mr. Ferstl 
enjoyed hunting, fishing and 
watching sports with his friends. 
fO ct. 22, 2006
Charitable IRA Rollover
Make charitable contributions directly from your IRA
A sensible giving option for UMR alumni
Requirements:
1. You must be 70 1/2 years of age.
2. Tax benefits apply to direct rollovers of up to $100,000 per year for tax years 2006 and 2007.
3. The rollover must be for an outright gift; gifts for charitable gift annuities or charitable trusts 
do not qualify.
4. The rollover must be directly from your IRA custodian to a charitable institution.
5. No income tax charitable deduction is permitted for qualified charitable IRA rollovers.
6. Qualified charitable IRA rollovers DO count against your minimum required distributions.
Provision expires December 31, 2007
For more information call 800-392-4112
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MUCOR
M o tiva ted  to make steel. I------
For years, one of the main philosophical goals 
of the leaders at UMR has been to create an 
environment where students have a real stake in 
the research that is going on at the university.
In that way, UMR is similar to one of its largest 
corporate partners -  Nucor Corp.
By trusting its people, 
flattening its hierarchy and 
doing a good job of sharing 
corporate wealth, Nucor 
has become the largest 
steel company in the 
United States. According 
to Business Week magazine,
“The 11,300 nonunion 
employees at the Charlotte 
(N.C.) company don’t see 
themselves as worker bees 
waiting for instructions 
from above.” Perhaps they 
don’t feel like worker bees 
because the corporation’s 
founding chairman,
F. Kenneth Iverson, had 
what Business Week calls a 
radical insight -  that employees will make an 
extraordinary effort if you reward them richly, treat them 
with respect and give them real power.
Many of those employees come from UMR.
In the past five years, Nucor has become the largest 
employer of UMR’s metallurgical engineering graduates 
and a major employer of all UMR graduates. At a number 
of locations in the United States, Nucor employees use the 
latest technology to manufacture a wide variety of carbon 
and steel products. In 2005, sales were $12.7 billion.
Last year, Nucor donated $2 million to endow the 
F. Kenneth Iverson Chair in UMR’s materials science and 
engineering department -  UMR’s largest corporate gift to
date. Through the endowment, Nucor is also supporting 
education and research in steelmaking technologies at 
UMR with the intention of assisting in the development 
of future visionary leaders and technological experts 
in metals manufacturing. “A partner with UMR for many 
years, Nucor appreciates our commitment to providing 
a traditional metallurgical engineering program that 
produces leading research and contributions to
the steel industry,” says 
UMR Chancellor John 
F. Carney III.
Not too long ago, 
business writer Jim Collins 
and a team of researchers 
sorted through a list of 
1,435 companies, looking 
for those that made 
substantial improvements 
in their performance over 
time. Nucor was one of 
11 companies that Collins 
eventually profiled in his 
2001 book, Good to Great.
Nucor believes the 
UMR research is crucial 
to continued steelmaking 
success. “Nucor has always embraced new technologies,” 
says Dan DiMicco, the corporation’s chairman, president 
and chief executive officer. “This endowment will help 
support the development of tomorrow’s technologies in 
the steel industry.”
And what of tomorrow’s UMR grads who will 
eventually go to work for Nucor? Well, they can expect 
to have a big stake in the corporation’s growth and 
future profits. Back in 2005, Nucor gave out more 
than $220 million in profit sharing and bonuses to 
its employees.
Last year, Nucor donated $2 million 
to endow the F. Kenneth Iverson Chair 
in UMR’s materials science and 
engineering department-  
UMR's largest corporate gift to date.

